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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget and Fiscal Management Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	11
	Name:
	Brandi Paribello

	Proposed No.:
	2022-0232
	Date:
	August 24, 2022



SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0232 would authorize the Executive to relinquish an easement located at 41200 US Forest Service 212 Road, in unincorporated King County, to the Washington State Department of Natural Resources for the provision of King County operations and services.

SUMMARY

In 1974, King County entered into an easement agreement with the Washington State Department of Natural Resources to provide for the operation of the county’s emergency radio communication system on Grass Mountain, east of the City of Enumclaw.  In 2015, King County voters approved a property tax levy ballot measure to fund a new emergency radio communication system known as PSERN.  The system is currently under development and a component of its development is to relocate system facilities, including the site at Grass Mountain.  Relocation of this site will result in the county no longer requiring the current easement and the parties have entered an agreement to relinquish the easement.  Proposed Ordinance 2022-0232 would authorize the Executive to enter the agreement to relinquish.

BACKGROUND 

In July 1974, King County and the Washington State Department of Natural Resources entered into an easement agreement which has provided for the operation of the county’s emergency radio communication system at 41200 US Forest Service 212 Road, also known as Grass Mountain.  The 1974 easement allowed for the county’s use of the state’s tower and shelter. 

In March 2015, King County Council approved Ordinance 17993 authorizing a ballot measure for the capital, transition, and financing costs for the Puget Sound Emergency Radio Network (PSERN) to be funded through a nine-year property tax levy. Voters approved the ballot measure in April of that year. Once completed, PSERN will replace and upgrade the county’s existing emergency radio communications system which is more than twenty years old.  The location of the current easement on Grass Mountain will no longer be used as the county emergency radio site once PSERN is completed.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance (Release of Easement Agreement).   The proposed ordinance would authorize the executive to relinquish an easement located at 41200 US Forest Service 212 Road, in unincorporated King County, to the Washington State Department of Natural Resources. The terms of the easement state that, upon signature of the parties’ legal representatives, the original agreement terminates and the county “relinquishes and quitclaims all rights and interest granted it pursuant to the Easement.”

According to Executive staff, once PSERN is complete, a new site on Grass Mountain that meets the requirements of the new emergency radio system will be used for the network. Additionally, staff calculate that relinquishment will eliminate the annual fee currently paid by the county to the state, which is $15,358.

Compliance with County Code 
As provided in K.C.C. 4.56.070 sets out certain surplus and reporting requirements related to county property that is no longer in use, including the requirement of determination that other county departments or agencies do not need the property.  Executive staff state that this easement relinquishment is not subject to these requirements because the county and state entered an easement agreement for the specific purpose and use as a radio relay site and beam path, and this use is not transferable to any other department or agency.

Consistency with County Policy
The King County Strategic Plan sets forth four guiding principles and seven goals to help in achieving the county's mission of providing "fiscally responsible, quality-driven local and regional services for healthy, safe, and vibrant communities."  Executive staff state that this lease supports the strategic plan guiding principle of efficient, accountable regional and local government by relinquishing an easement that is no longer useful or viable to move a county emergency radio site to a more suitable location.

INVITED

· Anthony Wright, Director, DES–Facilities Management Division

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2022-0232 (and its attachment)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. Property Summary
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