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February 25, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
Enclosed for the Council’s review and approval is the Omnibus Ordinance for the first quarter of 2004.

Along with the Omnibus Ordinance, I am also transmitting several related ordinances.  I am proposing to alter two provisos in the adopted 2004 budget that concern the I-NET technology project.  Enclosed you will find the proviso ordinance that proposes these changes.

Also included in this transmittal are seven fee ordinances for the Department of Judicial Administration (DJA) which will update the King County Code to reflect newer electronic media services available to the public; as well as align the code with Washington State RCW and the current practices of the department. 

Under a separate transmittal packet is the 2004 First Quarter Omnibus for the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) which adjusts supplemental authority in the 2004 Adopted Ordinance.  Included in the packet are two ordinances related to Transit and one ordinance that alters a Facilities Management Division proviso in a supplemental ordinance that was passed in December.  More detailed information on these ordinances can be found in the CIP packet.  Below is a more detailed discussion of items included in this transmittal.  The budget detail can be found in the attached omnibus spreadsheet, fiscal notes, and financial plans.

Omnibus Ordinance

· Sheriff’s Contract Cities Services Additions - Under the contract for law enforcement services with the Sheriff’s Office, the City of Shoreline requested that an additional deputy be assigned to their city.  Also, the contract cities of North Bend and Burien, separately requested that sergeants who had been assigned to their respective cities on a half-time basis be increased to full-time duty.  The net effect is to add a full-time sergeant to the Sheriff’s Office.  All three requests for increased service are fully revenue backed.

· Cable Communications - This supplemental appropriation will provide $258,000 to Cable Communications for outside legal counsel, consulting and miscellaneous expenses to support renegotiation and renewal of the cable franchise agreement with Comcast.  Renewal of the franchise agreement requires extensive public outreach and stakeholder needs assessment.  This appropriation will be funded by disappropriation of $258,000 from Executive Contingency in the Current Expense Fund.

· The Community Services Division of DCHS – Community Services has been awarded $217,262 from the City of Seattle.  The new funds support reinvesting in activities serving youth at risk for involvement in the juvenile justice system. 

· The Substance Abuse Fund of DCHS - has received $1,252,650 from the State of Washington for drug and alcohol intervention and treatment services.  The services will be administered at the Harborview Medical Center emergency room when trauma is associated with drugs or alcohol.  

· The Community Organizing Program (COP) grant - The Grant Fund is requesting the restoration of 6.0 FTEs to the 2004 adopted budget.  During the 2004 budget process, the 6.0 FTE were inadvertently removed.  Since expenditure authority exists in the adopted budget, only FTE authority is needed.  The COP grant has sufficient funds and appropriation authority to support the reinstated FTEs. 

Proviso Ordinance:


I-NET Business, Operating and Maintenance Plan, Section 98, P1 - The proposed revision to the proviso removes the requirement that an expanded scope of work be performed by the consultant engaged to complete the initial phase of work for the Network Infrastructure Optimization (NIO) project.  The proposed change provides the I-NET staff the flexibility to engage a consultant that will be most effective in performing the development and evaluation of alternatives for I-NET incorporating recommendations from the NIO project. 


Network Infrastructure Optimization Project, Section 122, ER1 - The proposed revision removes the $50 thousand expenditure restriction related to expansion of the scope of the work of the project to include an evaluation of I-NET opportunities.  

Department of Judicial Administration Fee Ordinances (DJA):

· Copy Fees for Analog or Digital Recordings 

· Research Fees

· Extra Handling Fees for Faulty Documents Filed with DJA

· Non-Certified Copy Fees

· DJA Fee for Exhibit Destruction

· Fees for Transmittal of Legal Case Documents for Appeal

· Fee for Failure to Bring Case to Completion

Included in this ordinance are seven changes to the King County Code relating to fees charged by the DJA.  Under the authority provided within the Revised Code of Washington (RCW), DJA has increased its fees over the past few years for certain services such as research and exhibit destruction.  However, in some cases the corresponding King County Code has not been updated to reflect these changes.  Additionally, because the related RCW is quite general about the types of services for which a county clerk’s office may charge, some of these ordinance changes clarify the specific services for which the King County DJA charges.  Finally, some of these changes codify new services offered by DJA.  For example, with the recent availability of digital recordings of courtroom proceedings, DJA proposes expanding the King County Code definition of recordings available for purchase in order to include both analog and digital recordings.  These changes will align the King County Code with RCW and the current practices of DJA.  It will help make clear to the public the authority for charging these fees.  These fee levels have been assumed in the 2004 Adopted Budget so there is no dollar impact to this action. 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget, at (296)-3434.  

I certify that funds are available.

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:
 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Debora Gay, Deputy Director, Office of Management and Budget

