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July 15 2009
The Honorable Dow Constantine
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Constantine:

I am pleased to transmit for King County Council review an ordinance to allow for emergency procurement waivers when there is a significant threat of an emergency, such as the one that exists with the Howard Hanson Dam.  This legislation will give county government an important tool to act proactively to address significant threats to our citizens' lives and property.
The legislation also updates the definition of "emergency" in the county code to encompass threats such as cyber attacks and pandemics.  The Department of Natural Resources and Parks and the Department of Executive Services worked collaboratively on this legislation.
Public safety is the most fundamental role of government, and we owe it to our citizens to respond expeditiously when harm is on the horizon.  This legislation will clarify that the county may act quickly to prepare for likely emergencies, rather than having to wait until after an emergency occurs.  All safeguards for emergency procurements remain unchanged.
After the record rainfall in January, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) discovered two depressions on the right abutment adjacent to the Howard Hanson Dam.  The Howard Hanson Dam, which is owned, operated, and managed exclusively by the Corps, is the primary flood protection facility for all of the lower Green River Valley.
The Corps is currently assessing the damage to the right abutment and has indicated that it will reduce the amount of water stored behind the dam in order to protect the integrity of the facility.  Reducing the amount of stored water increases the risk of flooding downstream in the Green River Valley.

The situation is extremely serious.  In addition to the thousands of citizens who live in the Green River Valley, the valley is a major high-tech manufacturing center and the largest warehouse and distribution center in the entire Northwest.  An independent study by EcoNorthwest has determined that a shutdown of the county's floodplains would result in lost economic output of at least $46 million per day.

The Corps has exclusive jurisdiction over the Howard Hanson Dam, and levees and other flood protection facilities along the Green River were designed only to supplement – not replace – the flood protection provided by the Dam.  Nonetheless, King County and the King County Flood Control District (District) are working to do everything within their authority to help prepare for potential flooding in the Green River Valley.  The District is a local special-purpose government that provides funding and policy oversight for flood protection projects in King County.  King County develops and implements the annual work program for the district.

The District, the county, and cities in the Green River Valley are all working on emergency response preparations.  This includes significant outreach to citizens and businesses and identifying and obtaining resources such as informational materials, emergency supplies, sandbags and other critical emergency response equipment and supplies.
Given the magnitude of the potential threat, resources need to be identified, obtained and coordinated well before this fall's flood season.  In addition, several capital improvement projects must be completed this summer on an expedited basis.  As a result, the county needs to clarify that it may use emergency procurement procedures in preparation for this potentially catastrophic emergency.
The enclosed ordinance will allow the county, following standard emergency procurement procedures, to take the necessary steps to expeditiously respond to this threat.  If you would like more information, please feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-6587.
I strongly urge the council to support this ordinance to help protect the safety of our citizens and businesses and their property.
Sincerely,

Kurt Triplett

King County Executive
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