Attachment C


Impact of Increasing Operation and Maintenance Budget for King County Regional and Rural Parks

Since 2001, the Parks operation and maintenance budget has dropped from $12,144,841 to $7,457,541, while Parks acreage has gone from 24,165 to 25,389. 

$800,000 Increase in Regional and Rural Parks Operation and Maintenance Budget will annually provide:

· Better maintenance of athletic fields and sport courts through more frequent mowing, weeding, prepping and washing.

· Mow athletic fields 2 times per week (currently only mowed 1 time per week) thus increasing safety of play and the overall aesthetics of the athletic fields are improved

· Weed warning tracks – increasing safety for users as well as improving aesthetics 

· 288 additional field preps for user groups (includes dragging fields, lining fields, ensuring safe playing surface) –increase field preparations in excess of 10% compared to current levels

· 19 additional power washes for 28 tennis courts resulting in cleaner and better maintained courts – This doubles the number of cleanings per year

· All parks would have cleaner bathrooms, trash would be picked up more regularly, graffiti would be removed, 

· Restrooms will cleaned more frequently 

· Mow 18,175 additional acres of land resulting in a more manicured park system for the public 

· Leaves will be picked up more frequently improving aesthetics by having a visually cleaner park, improving safety (less slippery surfaces by removing leaves), and improving drainage by clearing drains free of leaves 

· Litter and garbage removal frequency increased, resulting in a more attractive appearance for the park system

· 39 additional acres of noxious weed removal per year 

· Playgrounds would be cleaner and better maintained.

· 253 more playground inspections – rake surface, inspect and remove hazards resulting in safer and cleaner playgrounds

· The quality of trails would improve including brushing back shrubs and removing fallen debris.

· Cougar Mountain & Rattlesnake Mountain trail conditions will be improved-- repairing rutted trails, brushing back shrubs, and removal of fallen debris.

· Regional trails will be mowed 4 times per year vs. 3 times per year thereby improving the visual appearance for users on these corridors

· Perform basic maintenance such as installing/repairing windows and doors, maintaining roofs, ceilings, tiles, siding, masonry, and sidewalks, graffiti removal, interior painting, resurfacing of  gymnasium floors

· Preserves the capital investments for the park system by not deferring maintenance or capital needs by restoring carpenter and painting staff deleted from 2003 budget. 

