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Updated Fiscal Year 2009 Federal Agenda Chart

Attached below is an update on the latest action on each of the County’s FY 2009 federal agenda items (with the latest action bolded in red):


	
	PROJECT
	DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST
	UPDATE

	
1.
	
Transportation


	
Small Starts Request:
$20.2 million for the Bellevue-Redmond RapidRide Project

Bus and Bus Facilities Account:
$5 million for hybrid bus fleet expansion, funds to be used to pay for cost differential over diesel buses (approximately $200k per bus);

Surface Transportation Program:
1. $5 million for the South Park Bridge Replacement Project;
2. $4 million for the Novelty Hill Road Improvement Project;
3. $400,000 for the Regional Traffic Operations Program.

Transportation and Community System Preservation Program: 
1. $1.9 million for the 98th Street Trail Connector Project in White Center.
2. $1 million for East Lake Sammamish Trail Master Plan Construction.

	
The Ferguson Group (TFG) continued to monitor the congressional appropriations process and work with the County’s Congressional Delegation to advance the requests with individual Members.

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Transportation, HUD Appropriations bill on July 10.  The bill included $20 million for the Bellevue-Redmond RapidRide Project.  

The House Appropriations Committee has yet to schedule a markup for its version of the Transportation, HUD Appropriations bill. 

On September 30, the President signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution for all federal agencies and activities until enactment of the applicable regular appropriations bill or until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first.




	
2.
	
Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry

	
$2 million for the Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry from Department of Transportation Ferry Boat and Terminal Facilities Account.
	
TFG continued to monitor the congressional appropriations process and work with the County’s Congressional Delegation to advance the request with individual Members.

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Transportation, HUD Appropriations bill on July 10.  The bill included $1 million for the Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry. 

The House Appropriations Committee has yet to schedule a markup for its version of the Transportation, HUD Appropriations bill.

On September 30, the President signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution for all federal agencies and activities until enactment of the applicable regular appropriations bill or until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first.


	
3.
	
King County International Airport

	
Secure $15.97 million in the Federal Aviation Administration’s Airport Improvement Program for the KCIA Taxiway Bravo Project.
	
TFG continued to monitor the congressional appropriations process and work with the County’s Congressional Delegation to advance the request with individual Members.

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Transportation, HUD Appropriations bill on July 10.  The bill did not include funding for Taxiway Bravo. 

The House Appropriations Committee has yet to schedule a markup for its version of the Transportation, HUD Appropriations bill.

On September 30, the President signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution for all federal agencies and activities until enactment of the applicable regular appropriations bill or until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first. 

	
4.
	
Salmon Recovery







	
Secure the following in the Energy and Water Appropriations bill: 
1. $6.5 million for the Duwamish/Green Ecosystem Restoration Program;
2. $5.0 million for the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project

Support $90 million in Department of Commerce Appropriations for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program, which is critical to habitat recovery projects in King County.

Secure $500,000 in the Agriculture Appropriations bill to design, implement and maintain a series of on-the-ground restoration projects on private agricultural lands for salmon habitat restoration in the Snoqualmie Watershed through the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program.  

	
TFG continued to monitor the congressional appropriations process and work with the County’s Congressional Delegation to advance the requests with individual Members.

The House Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Energy and Water Appropriations bill on June 25. The bill included:
· $1 million for the Duwamish/Green Ecosystem Restoration Program, and
· $600,000 for the Puget Sound Nearshore.

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Energy and Water Appropriations bill on July 10. 

The bill included:

· $3 million for the Duwamish/Green Ecosystem Restoration Program, and
· $1.5 million for the Puget Sound Nearshore.

The House Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Commerce, Justice Science Appropriations bill on June 25.  The bill included $65 million for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program.  
	
The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Commerce, Justice Science Appropriations bill on June 19.  The bill included $90 million for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program.  

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Agriculture Appropriations bill on July 17.  The bill did not include funding for the Snoqualmie Project. 



The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture has yet to schedule a markup for its version of the Agriculture Appropriations bill. 

On September 30, the President signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution for all federal agencies and activities until enactment of the applicable regular appropriations bill or until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first.


	
5.
	
Homeland Security/Emergency Management
	
Secure the following in the Homeland Security Appropriations bill:

1. $500,000 to complete flood studies and to support DFIRMs appeals and publication of revised Green and White River maps;
2. $5 million for floodplain buyouts and home elevations to reduce flood risks for the residential area of North Bend; and   
$1.5 million for the acquisition and installation of Chemical, Biological, and HazMat detection system, in the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel. 
	
TFG continued to monitor the congressional appropriations process and work with the County’s Congressional Delegation to advance the requests with individual Members.

The House Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Homeland Security Appropriations bill on June 24. The bill did not include the projects. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Homeland Security Appropriations bill on June 19. The bill did not include the projects.

On September 30, the President signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution for all federal agencies and activities until enactment of the applicable regular appropriations bill or until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first.  This resolution included the text of the final FY2009 Homeland Security Appropriations bill.  It did not, however, include funding for these projects.





	
6.

	
Reclaimed Water
	
Secure $1.5 million in the Interior and Environment Appropriations bill under EPA’s State and Tribal Assistance Grant (STAG) program for construction of reclaimed water distribution facilities for agricultural irrigation in the Sammamish Valley.

	
TFG continued to monitor the congressional appropriations process and work with the County’s Congressional Delegation to advance the request with individual Members.  

Neither the full House nor Senate Appropriations Committees have yet to schedule markups for their respective versions of the Interior Appropriations bill. 

On September 30, the President signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution for all federal agencies and activities until enactment of the applicable regular appropriations bill or until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first.


	
7.
	
Public Safety Technology Project
	
Secure $1.5 million in the Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations bill for upgrades to GPS-based laptops, in-car video and mobile interoperability for critical incident response.  

	

	
8.

	
Health Care Reform
	
Secure $350,000 in the Department of Health and Human Service’s Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services Appropriations for the Puget Sound Health Alliance for the development of a health information database to measure and share quality of care information across employers and health plans in the Puget Sound region. 

	


	




9.

	
Housing and Community Development Funds

	
Secure the following in Housing and Urban Development Appropriations:
$1.9 million for relocation costs for low income floodplain residents at high risk of flooding (40-50 trailers @ Cedar Grove Mobile Home Park). 

	
TFG continued to monitor the congressional appropriations process and work with the County’s Congressional Delegation to advance the request.

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved its version of the Transportation, HUD Appropriations bill on July 10.  The bill did not include funding for Cedar Grove. 

The House Appropriations Committee has yet to schedule a markup for its version of the Transportation, HUD Appropriations bill.

On September 30, the President signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution for all federal agencies and activities until enactment of the applicable regular appropriations bill or until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first.


	
10.

	
Energy Efficiency
	
Secure $750,000 in Energy and Water Appropriations in the Department of Energy  - Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Account for the Issaquah Highlands Zero Energy Affordable Housing Project.  
	
TFG continued to monitor the congressional appropriations process and work with the County’s Congressional Delegation to advance the request with individual Members.

The House Appropriations Committee approved their version of the Energy and Water Appropriations bill on June 25. The bill did not include the project. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee approved their version of the Energy and Water Appropriations bill on July 10. The bill did not include the project.

On September 30, the President signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution for all federal agencies and activities until enactment of the applicable regular appropriations bill or until March 6, 2009, whichever occurs first.




President Signs Temporary Funding Resolution in Lieu of Most FY 2009 Appropriations Bills
On September 30, only hours before the start of the new federal fiscal year on October 1, President Bush signed H.R. 2638, a continuing resolution which provides full funding for military construction and the Departments of Defense, Homeland Security and Veterans Affairs and keeps the rest of the government funded through March 6, 2009 at FY 2008 levels, leaving final decisions on spending for most domestic programs to the next Congress and President.  The other 9 appropriations bills for FY 2009 remain unfinished.
The legislation also includes $22.9 billion for disaster relief to help victims of this year’s floods, hurricanes and wildfires, $7.5 billion to support a $25 billion loan to the U.S. auto industry, and ends the moratorium on offshore oil and gas drilling. 
FY 2010 Agenda Meetings in King County

On September 7-9, The Ferguson Group (TFG) traveled to King County to meet with Councilmembers and County staff to begin work on the Fiscal Year 2010 federal agenda.   TFG is preparing the first draft of the federal agenda and will send it to Chuck Williams and Maura Brueger by mid-October for their review and comment.  In all of the meetings, TFG was accompanied by Chuck Williams, Maura Brueger, Tom Bristow, and Carmela Ennis.

COUNCILMEMBER CONSTANTINE AND COUNCILMEMBER FERGUSON’S STAFF

TFG met with Councilmember Constantine and, in a separate meeting, Mamie Marcus of Councilmember Ferguson’s staff to discuss County priorities for the federal FY 2010 agenda and current status of the appropriation process in Washington, D.C.

MEETING WITH JUDGE HALPERT

TFG met with Assistant Presiding Superior Court Judge Helen Halpert and her staff to discuss funding for courthouse security and an improved defendant tracking system.

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

TFG met with the Sheriff’s staff to discuss the status of the projects on the Sheriff’s FY 2009 federal agenda.  A possible new project request for the FY 2010 agenda is a community “e-policing” technology pilot project.

EXECUTIVE STAFF

TFG met with the Executive’s staff to discuss the following issues: status of the FY 2009 appropriations process, climate change/cap and trade legislation, reauthorization of federal surface transportation programs, health care reform, infrastructure investment, the energy efficiency and conservation block grant program, implementation of the housing foreclosure assistance bill and the upcoming Presidential transition process.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

TFG met with the Department of Transportation staff to discuss the status of transportation projects on the FY 2009 agenda and the upcoming reauthorization of federal surface transportation programs (currently known as the “SAFETEA-LU” legislation).  For FY 2010, new projects were discussed, including the acquisition of 7-10 ferry vessels, redevelopment of the Colman Dock, bike sharing, covered bicycle parking at transit facilities, bus fleet acquisition for the West Seattle RapidRide, the University of Washington multi-modal center, a demonstration project for renewable energy and ultra-high efficiency transit facilities, low-energy bus yard lighting, charging stations for electric cars and vanpools/vanshares at park and ride lots, a Bellevue bus layover project, taxiway alpha rehabilitation at King County International Airport, an air rescue fire fighting facility, airport security improvements, purchase of airport adjacent property, the helipad number 1 north project, hybrid vehicle fleet acquisition and a neighborhood electric vehicle program.  
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
TFG met with Emergency Management staff to discuss the following issues: status of King County's second appeal to FEMA regarding its denial of funding reimbursement for earthquake damage to the Courthouse, an expected match requirement of 20-25 percent for Homeland Security funds, a 15 percent personnel cap, and the region’s current Tier II status.

PUBLIC HEALTH

TFG met with Public Health staff to discuss the following issues: continued development of the Puget Sound Health Alliance as a Charter Value Exchange, public heath reform measures, sustainable federally-qualified health center funding and Medicaid policies, line authority for the Surgeon General, and a national board of health.

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND PARKS

TFG met with the Natural Resources and Parks staff, to discuss the status of the FY 2009 federal agenda and the possible submittal of a project request for the pending Water Resources Development Act Reauthorization.  For FY 2010, the projects that were discussed include:  the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery program, Puget Sound recovery funding, North Bend floodplain buyouts, improved flood conveyance at the S.R. 202 Bridge, Green River levees reconstruction, and the North Bend 205 project.   

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND HUMAN SERVICES
 
TFG met with Community and Human Services staff to discuss the status of the FY 2009 federal agenda and key federal programs, including the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, the HOME Investment Partnerships program, the McKinney/Vento Homeless Assistance program and the Shelter Plus Care program, the Section 8 program, the Section 811 Supportive Housing for Persons with Disabilities program, the housing foreclosure assistance legislation, the 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness in King County, the Workforce Investment Act and mental health issues.

King County Attends National Climate Change Coalition Policy-Making Retreat

On September 14-16, Councilmember Larry Phillips, Chuck Williams and Jim Lopez joined approximately 40 city and county officials who convened at a Climate Communities retreat at the Pocantico Conference Center in Tarrytown, New York.  The retreat, funded by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, provided an opportunity for local government leaders to begin developing a climate action blueprint for the next President and Congress.  Climate Communities, partnering with ICLEI USA, is developing the blueprint to focus on national policies needed to empower local governments in promoting green buildings, increasing public transit and cleaner vehicles and fuels, fostering community-scale renewables, building green infrastructure, creating green jobs and businesses, and adapting to the impacts of climate change.

Councilmember Larry Phillips and Councilmember Constantine are members of Climate Communities’ Executive Committee.

Climate Communities is a TFG-managed coalition of cities and counties that is educating federal policymakers about the essential role of local governments in addressing climate change and promoting a strong local-federal partnership to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  King County is one of the founding members of the coalition and had a leading role in the Governance and Nominating Committees. 

Visit of Mr. Chuck Williams and Mr. Tom Bristow to Washington, D.C.

On September 16-19, Chuck Williams and Tom Bristow traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with the County’s Congressional delegation to discuss the status of the County’s FY 2009 agenda and key upcoming events for next year, such as the upcoming reauthorization of federal surface transportation programs.

The Ferguson Group arranged and participated in meetings for Mr. Williams and Mr. Bristow regarding all of the projects and issues on the County’s agenda, including meetings with staff members in the following offices: Senator Murray, Sen. Cantwell, Congressman Dicks, Congressman McDermott, Congressman Reichert, and Congressman Smith. 

(For more information, contact Bill Hanka at 202-331-8500.) 

Second Appeal of FEMA Denial of Nisqually Earthquake Reimbursement

FEMA has still not offered a formal response to the second appeal of its denial of previously approved claims from the 2001 Nisqually earthquake’s damage to the King County Courthouse.   Mr. Williams and Mr. Bristow discussed this issue with the congressional delegation during their September lobbying visit and TFG has been following up on that effort since then.  Congressman Reichert has taken the lead on this issue and is currently following up directly with FEMA Administrator Paulison.

(For more information, contact Kareem Murphy at 202-331-8500.) 

Congress Scuttles Additional Aid for Medicaid and SCHIP

House and Senate leaders attempted to pass economic stimulus legislation that would increase the Federal Matching Assistance Percentage (FMAP) for the remainder of FY 2009 and all of FY 2010.  The House approved the measure on September 26, but the Senate failed to approve it on a procedural vote the following day.  Currently, there is no plan for the Senate to take another vote on the measure, effectively killing its chance for passage this year.  

(For more information, contact Kareem Murphy at 202-331-8500.) 
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