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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") grant funding awarded to King County to protect and restore the health of Puget Sound. 
COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Today’s briefing is consistent with the Council’s priority of Environmental Sustainability. All of the grants discussed below are intended to improve environment in King County.
SUMMARY

The Department of Natural Resources and Parks staff will present a brief summary of each of the 6 EPA grants received during 2010. The grants total $5,045,882.
1.
Preserving Puget Sound shoreline through Transfer of Development Rights ("TDR") – $1 million

The County received $1 million for the TDR program that allows private land owners in rural and resource areas of King County to sell their development rights to developers for more compact developments for additional density in areas where expensive infrastructure such as utilities, highways and transit already exist.

2.
Green/Duwamish watershed stormwater retrofit plan - $999,981

The grant funding will be used on a project that employs a combination of data, watershed models and tools, and stakeholder input, to evaluate the costs and effectiveness of various stormwater management scenarios for much of the Green/Duwamish River watershed and portions of the Central Puget Sound watershed.

  

3.
Status and trends monitoring of aquatic and riparian habitats in the Cedar/Sammamish Watershed - $995,716
The EPA funding will be used to conduct physical, biological and hydrologic monitoring over four years in 50 stream reaches in the Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed.  The project will extend Washington Department of Ecology and EPA monitoring in Puget Sound to the watershed scale, and outcomes will include recommendations for improved land-use and salmon recovery actions in the watershed.

4.
Improving streamside habitat in the Snoqualmie headwaters - $651,555

This project addresses fundamental processes that are degrading water and habitat quality in the Snoqualmie River system by removing invasive knotweed and planting native vegetation in its place. Staff will lay the groundwork for improved long–term community stewardship, while developing a framework for use in similar landscape-scale projects elsewhere in the region.
5.
Enhancement and Standardization of Benthic Macroinvertebrate Monitoring and Analysis Tools for the Puget Sound Region -- $699,983
Macroinvertebrates such as snails, worms, and insects are an important indicator of stream health across all the watersheds draining into Puget Sound. This project will develop standardized monitoring tools to help use macro-invertebrate data as an important ecosystem indicator across jurisdictional boundaries of the Puget Sound region.  

6.
Modeling PCB/PBDE Loadings Reduction Scenarios for the Lake Washington Watershed – $698,64
Fish consumption advisories for Puget Sound and Lake Washington indicate that persistent bioaccumulative toxics (PBTs) are present at hazardous levels. This project will prioritize major PBT chemical pathways including sewer overflows, stormwater, road runoff, river input, and air deposition to the Lake Washington watershed and Puget Sound. Sources of PCBs and polybrominated diphenyl ethers both industrial contaminants, will be identified. This work is intended to reduce the level of these hazardous contaminants in fish. 
ATTACHMENTS

None
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