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January 20, 2010
The Honorable Bob Ferguson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E
Dear Councilmember Ferguson:
Enclosed is an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the City of Seattle for the purpose of acquiring property and easements in support of the design of a new South Park Bridge.  The project is identified as project number 300197 in the Road Services Division’s (RSD) Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  The scope of work for the project includes engineering design of the preferred bascule bridge alternative, which was identified in the Draft Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) process and approved by the Federal Highway Administration on February 13, 2006.
The South Park Bridge is located on 14th/16th Avenue South, across the Duwamish River.  It is located in both unincorporated King County and the City of Tukwila.  In 2003, the City of Tukwila and King County entered into an interlocal agreement in which the city granted the county authority to make all decisions related to the operation, maintenance, and management of the South Park Bridge.  The county has proceeded with the scope of work as described in the RSD’s CIP and has taken on responsibility for the replacement of the South Park Bridge, or bridge closure if construction funding is not secured.
The new bascule bridge will require a longer bridge approach than is currently in place.  Additionally, preliminary engineering has identified the need to improve traffic safety at the five-legged intersection of 14th Avenue South, Dallas Avenue South, and South Sullivan Street.  Reconfiguring the intersection will require purchasing properties within the corporate limits of the City of Seattle.  Acquiring necessary properties, easements, and permits, as authorized by the attached interlocal agreement, makes it possible to design a new bridge that will accommodate traffic safety measures and ensure all necessary properties are obtained in a timely fashion.  The attached vicinity map shows this five-legged intersection and the boundaries for King County, the City of Seattle, and the City of Tukwila.
The attached interlocal agreement clearly states the RSD’s South Park Bridge capital improvement project (#300197) relates only to the design of the bridge.  Construction of a new South Park Bridge will go forward only if sufficient funding is obtained.
Staff in the RSD have worked closely with City of Seattle transportation staff to ensure this project will benefit both jurisdictions, as well as the travelling public.  The agreement sets forth the roles and responsibilities of the county and the city with regard to property acquisition, permitting, and conveyance of road-related property.  In addition, the agreement calls for the City to use its best efforts to assist and cooperate with the county’s acquisition efforts.  This includes consenting to the county’s exercise of eminent domain within the city.  The work that will occur in the city is critical for the success of the county’s South Park Bridge capital improvement project. 
I recommend the King County Council approve this ordinance.
If you have any questions regarding this ordinance, please contact Linda Dougherty, Division Director of the Road Services Division, at 206-296-6590.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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ATTN:   Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff 


           Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Toni Rezab, Acting Director, Office of Management and Budget


Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division (RSD), DOT


Matthew Nolan, P.E., Acting County Road Engineer, RSD, DOT


Rick Brater, Manager, Engineering Services Section, RSD, DOT

Mary Coltrane, Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator, RSD, DOT
