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February 27, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200 

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed is an ordinance that will authorize the sale of two parcels of tax title property in Council District 7 for affordable housing purposes.   

The subject parcels located at SW 369th St. and 1st Ave. So. in Federal Way are held in trust by King County as tax title property and are considered surplus to the needs of the County.

Habitat for Humanity of South King County owns a parcel of property located between the two surplus County-owned properties.  The County-owned properties have no sewer available and although they have legal access, the access is currently undeveloped.  The lack of developed access and the lack of sewer availability, make the two County-owned properties difficult to develop physically and economically for other than an adjoining owner.  Since Habitat for Humanity owns adjoining property, development of the three properties for affordable housing purposes becomes more feasible and cost effective.

Habitat for Humanity has expressed an interest in purchasing the two County-owned properties for affordable housing purposes.  Pursuant to RCW 84.64.320, tax title property can be sold for public purposes for no less than the amount of the back taxes.  The total assessed value of the subject properties is $40,000.  Habitat for Humanity has agreed to purchase the properties for the amount of the back taxes plus administrative costs.  The total sales price is $3,500.  

KCC 4.56.100, Section 2, allows King County to negotiate a direct sale when unique circumstances exist.  It is deemed in the best interest of the citizens of King County to conduct a negotiated direct sale of the two parcels of County-owned property to Habitat for Humanity for affordable housing purposes.

Habitat for Humanity of South King County builds affordable housing in partnership with South King County residents earning between 25-50% of median income.  Homebuyers are required to give at least 500 hours “sweat equity” and they pay a no profit, no interest mortgage affordable for their income.  A Purchase and Sale Agreement, specifying the provisions of the sale, will be executed by King County and Habitat for Humanity.  In addition, the Deed will make reference to the provisions of the Purchase and Sale Agreement.  

The sale of this property is consistent with the County’s use of surplus County-owned property for affordable housing purposes.  I recommend that the Council approve this ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ellen Petre, Interim Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)


Pat Steel, Manager, Facilities Management Division, DES


Barbara Gletne, Director, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)


Sadikifu Akina-James, Manager, Community Services Division, DCHS

