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COMMITTEE ACTION:  On June 23, the Transportation Committee approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2004-0267 with a “do pass” recommendation.
SUBJECT: An ordinance authorizing the granting of a sign easement to the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority, a regional transportation system in council district 6.  
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2004-0267 (packet, Attachment 1) authorizes the granting of an easement in favor of Sound Transit for the maintenance and operation of a traffic control direction sign.  This traffic control sign will allow bus operators to be directed to the correct traffic lanes entering the NE 6th Street Interchange to I-405, as part of Sound Transit’s Bellevue Downtown Direct Access project.  In addition, it will enhance the overall flow of traffic for both buses and cars in this vicinity.  
The easement has been approved by the Department of Transportation and the Facilities Management Division Real Estate Services Section and is consistent with the review procedures set forth in King County Code 4.56.  The consideration of this easement is $1,104 to be directed toward the County’s Transit Division.    
BACKGROUND:  
Purpose
The installation of the sign is necessitated by Sound Transit development of the Bellevue HOV Access Project on a portion of property owned by the King County Department of Transportation.  The traffic control direction sign is an advance warning sign that will direct buses entering the Northeast 6th Street Interchange to the correct traffic lanes while entering Interstate 405 and help regulate the flow of traffic using the City of Bellevue streets in the immediate vicinity of the King County Transit Division, Bellevue High Capacity Transit facility.  

Bellevue HOV Access Project
The Bellevue HOV Access Project is part of a regional effort to improve transportation along the Interstate 405 corridor.  The project will make it easier to travel in and out of downtown Bellevue from the freeway.  It will build a new interchange on I-405 at NE 6th Street for buses and carpools, giving buses direct access to the expanded Bellevue Transit Center.  It will also improve freeway interchanges at NE 4th, NE 8th, and SE 8th streets, as well as making improvements to related city street intersections.  The City of Bellevue also has numerous local street improvements planned to help traffic flow during construction of the Downtown Access Project. 

Easement Review Process
King County Code 4.56.115 outlines the process for temporary and permanent easements on county property.  The process allows for the executive to execute easements, subject to council approval, provided that the documents are reviewed and approved by the custodial department (Transportation) and the Facilities Management Division (FMD).  This section of code also states that the granting of easements shall not interfere with or hinder the use of the property by the custodial department.  
The easement outlined in Proposed Ordinance 2004-0267 was reviewed and approved by the County’s Department of Transportation (KCDOT) and FMD and it was determined that the area of the easement will not interfere with KCDOT’s ability to operate and maintain transportation facilities on this site.  The King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office has also reviewed and approved this easement.  
Appendix “A”
Appendix “A” is attached to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0267 and includes a number of terms and conditions applicable to the easement granted by King County.   Some of these terms and conditions include the following:
· Non-Exclusive Easement – which allows the County to grant other easements of a similar nature for other public or private entities
· Assignment – which allows for this easement to be assigned to another entity that must agree to all the terms and conditions of the easement

· Maintenance/Condition – which calls for the “Grantee” to be responsible for the operation and maintenance of signage improvements
· Termination – which allows for termination of the easement if the “Grantee”  abandons use or violates any provision of the document
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