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November 30, 2006

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit legislation to the County Council authorizing the execution of two interlocal agreements (ILA) related to the provision of limited in-custody court and prosecutorial services to the city of Lake Forest Park.  The enclosed ordinances, if approved, will enable the city to take advantage of Saturday and holiday hearings already held in the King County jail for its new bookings.  While the number of cases is few, this arrangement between King County and the city is an example of cost effective regional cooperation to improve the delivery of justice services.  

Background
In early 2006, representatives from the county and the city of Lake Forest Park began discussing an ILA for in-custody court services for weekends and holidays.  The city’s interest in this service grows from Washington Court Rule CrR 3.2.1(a) which states a person who is arrested shall have a judicial determination of probable cause no later than 48 hours following the person’s arrest, unless probable cause has been determined prior to such arrest.  To comply with this rule, the city of Lake Forest Park wishes to enter into an agreement with the county for provision of limited in-custody District Court and Prosecuting Attorney services, specifically Saturday and holiday in-custody hearings, for new bookings into the King County jail.  
The proposed city hearings would be added to the calendars that are currently held by District Court and staffed by the Prosecuting Attorney in the King County Correctional Facility on Saturdays and holidays.  At these hearings, the judge determines probable cause and may set bail.  This has the potential for the prompt release of appropriate inmates.  Currently these inmates are being held until the city can transport them to Lake Forest Park for a hearing on one of their regularly scheduled calendars during the usual work week.
Fiscal Impact
Since Lake Forest Park is estimated to have two bookings per week on these calendars, the county faces minimal fiscal impact by entering into these agreements.  The ILAs outline cost methodologies that are commensurate with this impact but also allow the county to recover its costs, including overhead.

The proposed ILA with District Court and the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) includes a reimbursement formula based on the estimated amount of time required of a judge, court clerk, and court security attendant.  The formula takes into account salary and benefit costs, as well as related overhead costs.  A separate formula is used for cases that do not require the defendant’s presence in the court.  This formula excludes the DAJD court security costs that are applied when Lake Forest Park defendants are present in court.  An escalation rate of 3% will be applied for each year the contract is extended.  The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO) ILA is based on a flat rate of $250 per month.  This rate is consistent with other ILAs the county has entered for providing prosecutorial services.  
Terms of the Contracts
The new agreements would become effective January 1, 2007.  The ILA for District Court and DAJD is for one year with the potential of two additional two year terms.  The PAO ILA is for one year with the option of automatic renewals of one year periods thereafter.   
I am pleased to report that the city of Lake Forest Park has approved these ILAs and urge council action at your earliest convenience.  If you have any questions, please contact Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget, at 206-296-3434.
I look forward to favorable consideration by the County Council. 

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


The Honorable Corinna Harn, Presiding Judge, District Court



The Honorable Norm Maleng, King County Prosecutor


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Reed Holtgeerts, Director, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention 

Janine Joly, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office

Leesa Manion, Deputy Chief of Staff, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
