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August 2, 2005

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Enclosed for the King County Council’s consideration is a proposed ordinance adopting an interlocal agreement with Pierce County for the purpose of designing and constructing improvements to the Greenwater Bridge.  The project is included in the countywide bridge seismic retrofit project in the adopted Road Services Division (RSD) Six-Year Capital Improvement Program (CIP).
The Greenwater Bridge is located on 520th Avenue SE over the Greenwater River with the north abutment located within unincorporated King County and with the south abutment located within Pierce County.  The Greenwater Bridge serves unincorporated King County residents as it is their only access across the Greenwater River.  Unincorporated King County residents traveling east on SR 410 must enter Pierce County before turning on to 520th Avenue SE and over the Greenwater Bridge in order to get back to King County.  Keeping the Greenwater Bridge accessible and repairable after a seismic event is vital to the mobility of unincorporated King County residents living north of the Greenwater Bridge.
Ten years after the implementation of the Bridge Seismic Retrofit program, the countywide project is nearly completed and the Greenwater Bridge is one of only eight bridges left to be retrofitted.  In consideration of the importance of the Greenwater Bridge to the residents of unincorporated King County, RSD has placed the Greenwater Bridge on its priority list to receive seismic retrofit improvements.  
Since the Greenwater Bridge is partially located in King County and Pierce County, the counties have partnered and cooperated through an interlocal agreement that will allow King County to obtain necessary permits, design, and construct the retrofit improvements on the Greenwater Bridge.  Pierce County’s cooperation with regards to allowing King County to obtain the necessary permits for the project will save King County time and additional permitting costs.  RCW 36.75.210 authorizes King County to expend funds in other jurisdictions for improvements such as the Greenwater Bridge project.  

In Pierce County’s continued cooperation and partnership with King County on this project, the interlocal agreement has been reviewed and approved by their staff and it is currently pending Pierce County Council approval.  Similarly, the King County Council’s approval of the enclosed ordinance is necessary in order to proceed with the King County Greenwater Bridge project.

If you have any questions regarding the proposed ordinance and/or project, please feel free to contact Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division, at 206-296-6590.

Sincerely,   

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff




   Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



   Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Linda Dougherty, Division Director, Road Services Division (RSD), DOT


Paulette Norman, P.E., County Road Engineer, RSD, DOT


Mary Coltrane, Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator, RSD, DOT

