[image: image1.wmf]
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

Regional Water Quality Committee

Revised Staff Report

AGENDA ITEM:  
DATE:  March 13, 2002
PROPOSED NO:  2002-0115
PREPARED BY:  Beth Mountsier
SUBJECT: A motion establishing the 2002 work plan for the Regional Water Quality Committee of the King County Council.

BACKGROUND:  The King County Charter Section 270.10 establishes three regional committees: the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC), the Regional Policies Committee (RPC), and the Regional Transit Committee (RTC).  The role of the committees is to develop, recommend and review regional policies and plans for consideration by the metropolitan county council.  The charter requires that council adopt by ordinance the work plan for the RPC.  However, the charter does not require council to adopt the work plan for the RWQC.  But, in past years the Regional Water Quality Committee has forwarded its work plan to council for adoption.  
DISCUSSION:  The Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) and Operational Master Plan (OMP) identify benchmarks for RWSP implementation.  Much of the proposed work plan reflects the work products that are programmed for 2002 in the RWSP and OMP.  However, some items are expected to be of more interest to RWQC members – and have been elevated to the “Issues for 2002” list versus “On-going Issues”.  These include progress reports on the development of the Habitat Conservation Plan and negotiations with federal agencies and Infiltration and Inflow (I/I) policy follow up.  Several circumstances now require that the sewage disposal agreements be modified.  Discussions on amendments to the agreements are expected to begin in 2002 which may drive some policy amendments to be considered by the RWQC.  The work program also reflects an item addressing policies and initiatives to address urban-designated areas of the county that do not have sewers, per the chair’s request. 
On-going issues include review of RWSP implementation reports, the water reuse feasibility studies, energy cost impacts, management of biosolids, storm drain technology and Watershed Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) trimester reports.
The Regional Water Quality Committee amended the proposed work program at the March 13, 2002 meeting to add Updates and Status Reports on major components of the RWSP as a work program item under “RWSP Program Implementation”.  
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