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April 30, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration is an ordinance approving the City of Auburn Comprehensive Sewer Plan (Plan).  Approval of the Plan is required under K.C.C. 13.24 as a prerequisite to granting right-of-way franchises and construction permits.  The Plan discusses the system improvements necessary to provide sewer service to current and future populations in the City of Auburn (Auburn) sewer service area.

Auburn currently provides sewer service for approximately 59,000 residents in its 27-square mile service area.  Auburn’s ultimate service area population could increase to nearly 142,000 through annexations and infill development to the maximum extent of existing zoning.  The service area includes most all of the properties within the current Auburn city limits and within Auburn’s potential annexation area (PAA).  Auburn’s PAA includes urban unincorporated land in King and Pierce counties.  In addition, Auburn provides sewer service to parts of the city of Pacific and the Muckleshoot reservation by contract.

The city’s existing agreement with the Muckleshoot tribe limits sewer service to approximately 270 single-family homes and “governmental or community facilities.”  The city does not believe that this existing agreement would apply to the tribe’s proposed amphitheater and would need to be modified in the event the amphitheater is constructed.  Regardless of the outcome of the amphitheater project, the city is interested in working with the tribe to address capacity problems in the Auburn Way South sewer main.  If the main were upsized, the total costs would be about $10 million, with a cost to the tribe of about $2.5 million.  In lieu of upsizing the main, the tribe can invest in storage and pump its sewage at non-peak times.  That approach would require additional operation and maintenance costs for the tribe.  I encourage the city and the tribe to work cooperatively to address this capacity limitation and, in the event that the proposed amphitheater is permitted to be constructed, to provide public sewer service to it. 

Auburn’s wastewater is treated entirely by King County.  The peak flow from Auburn that is currently treated by King County averages approximately 35 million gallons per day.  In the future, this amount could nearly triple, although improvements in water conservation and reductions in infiltration and inflow (I/I) make this conservative scenario extremely doubtful.  

Auburn is currently working with King County to assess and reduce I/I in its system.

Auburn plans to spend approximately $7,500,000 during the next six years on capital improvements.  The projects include pump station rehabilitation; removal of one pump station; extension of gravity sewers; and sewer modeling.  Funding for the capital improvements will come primarily from revenue bonds and developer funding.

The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) reviewed the Plan on February 13, 2002 and recommended several technical changes that have been made by the city.  Auburn prepared a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan on September 12, 2001 in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  Auburn adopted the Plan on December 3, 2001 as part of its city comprehensive plan.

I would appreciate your review and concurrence with the proposed ordinance.  If you have any questions, please contact Bruce Bennett, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, at (206) 296-1952.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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