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November 1, 2011

The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council 
Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

In August of this year, the King County Council approved Ordinance 17169, authorizing a temporary two-year congestion reduction charge of twenty dollars on vehicle registration renewals to allow Metro Transit to continue to provide the current level of transit service to help reduce congestion on local roads and highways. This ordinance also requested the Executive to develop an innovative, two-year congestion reduction transit incentives program and to submit an ordinance by November 1, 2011, proposing this program.  

Pursuant to this direction, I have enclosed for the King County Council’s consideration and action a proposed ordinance that would enact a congestion reduction transit incentives program to run concurrently with the congestion reduction charge. This program would provide each household in King County that has a vehicle owner who pays the annual vehicle registration renewal fee with an opportunity to receive eight Metro free ride tickets during each twelve-month period for which a congestion reduction charge is applied. As an alternative to receiving these tickets, this program would allow each eligible household to direct the Metro Transit to apply the value of these tickets to Metro Transit’s human services ticket program.  

Metro Transit has included the estimated cost of implementing this program in its proposed 2012-2013 budget, and continues to work out the implementation details with the Washington State Department of Licensing. 

If you have any questions regarding this ordinance, please contact Kevin Desmond, Metro Transit General Manager, at 206-684-1619, or kevin.desmond@kingcounty.gov.  

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures 

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Cindy Domingo, Acting Chief of Staff




  Mark Melroy, Senior Principal Legislative Analyst, BFM Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Fred Jarrett, Deputy County Executive, King County Executive Office (KCEO)


Joe Woods, Deputy Chief of Staff, KCEO


Carrie Cihak, Director of Policy and Strategic Initiatives, KCEO


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget


Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)


Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit, DOT


Jim Jacobson, Deputy General Manager, Metro Transit, DOT


Victor Obeso, Manager, Service Development, Metro Transit Division, DOT


David Hull, Supervisor, Service Planning, Service Development, Metro Transit

    Division, DOT



