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FUNDING





The project is expected to cost from $71 to $75 million. SDOT has about $20 million available from Bridging the Gap and we are actively pursuing additional funding opportunities for this important project, including: BNSF, King County Metro, the Port of Seattle and State and Federal sources.





PROJECT DESCRIPTION





The Access Duwamish Report, a comprehensive study of transportation and freight needs, recommended a series of projects to separate railroad tracks from street crossings, increasing safety and improving mobility. Thanks to the recently passed transportation funding package—Bridging the Gap—one of these projects, a S Lander Street Bridge, is on the way to becoming a reality.








In 2007, SDOT staff will begin design and meet with stakeholders to get input. Construction is expected to kick-off around mid 2009 and take about two years to complete.








As shown on the graphic above, the bridge will touch down at First Avenue S and Fourth Avenue S. To accommodate railroad clearances, approaches to the bridge must be built at a seven percent grade. SDOT recognizes large trucks prefer a more flat grade. So we met with freight interests and confirmed the seven percent grade in this location would be manageable.





WHAT WE’VE HEARD





Maintaining good east-west access is key to keeping the Duwamish industrial area thriving. SDOT and its partners are taking action to get the following projects constructed:


South Spokane Viaduct Project, 


SR519 Phase II, 


S Lander Street Project.





WHY S LANDER STREET IS IMPORTANT TO FREIGHT





Improves safety on a road that currently crosses BNSF railroad tracks.


Reduces traffic delays caused by train crossings.


Enhances access to the one of the largest port operators in the country.


Improves access to SoDo and Duwamish industrial area.


Helps keep traffic moving during Alaskan Way Viaduct replacement.










