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2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies
Threshold Determination and Notice of Adoption
May 31 2021




[bookmark: _Hlk71617443]State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)

Determination of Significance,
Notice of Adoption of Existing Environmental Documents,
and 2021 Addendum to Existing Environmental Documents


	Date of Issuance:

	
	May 31 2021


	Lead Agency:

	
	King County on behalf of the King County Growth Management Planning Council.


	Agency Contact:

	
	Karen Wolf
Senior Policy Analyst
206-263-9649 | karen.wolf@kingcounty.gov


	Name of Proposal:

	
	Proposed Motion 21-1 Recommending Amendments to the King County Countywide Planning Policies to the King County Council, and Proposed Motion 21-2 Recommending Approval of the 2021 King County Urban Growth Capacity Report to the King County Council. 


	Summary of Proposal:

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk70587802][bookmark: _Hlk72928304]Adoption of the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies and Appendices in accordance with the state Growth Management Act.  The Countywide Planning Policies implement the Washington State Growth Management Act, and the VISON 2050 Multicounty Planning Policies as adopted by the Puget Sound Regional Council in 2020. The comprehensive plan for King County and city comprehensive plans are developed from the framework that the Countywide Planning Policies create. Countywide Planning Policies are being updated in advance of the 2024 periodic update of comprehensive plans to reflect a number of changes to the regional policy framework and to reflect new priorities addressing equity and social justice within our communities.  The policies and growth targets in the Countywide Planning Policies are informed by the Urban Growth Capacity Report.

The adoption of the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies and Appendices and Urban Growth Capacity Report is a non-project action under the Washington State Environmental Policy Act.


	Location of Materials:

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk70595864]Materials can be found on the King County website at:

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/executive/performance-strategy-budget/regional-planning/CPPs.aspx


	Affected Geographic Area:
	
	Unincorporated King County

	Zoning
	
	All zones

	Drainage Subbasin
	
	All drainage subbasins

	Section/Township/Range

	
	All STR’s


	Proponent:

	
	King County on behalf of The King County Growth Management Planning Council


	Agency Preparing Document:

	
	King County
Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
401 Fifth Avenue, Suite 810, Seattle, WA  98104
(206) 263-8494


	SEPA Contact:

	
	Ivan Miller, AICP
Comprehensive Plan Manager and SEPA Responsible Official for Comprehensive Planning
206-263-8297


	Approvals Required:
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk70941757]The Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC), which brings together elected officials from King County and the cities, develops and recommends the CPPs to the King County Council. The GMPC is expected to act on the CPPs at their meeting on June 23, 2021.

Adoption by the King County Council, and ratification by cities and towns in conformance with procedures specified in the Countywide Planning Policies.  Per Multicounty Planning Policy RC-13, CPPs are to be updated, where necessary, prior to December 31, 2021, to address the multicounty planning policies in VISION 2050.



Threshold Determination

The responsible official finds that the above-described proposal poses a probable significant adverse impact to the environment and is therefore issuing a Determination of Significance.  This finding is made pursuant to RCW 43.21C, KCC 20.44 and WAC 197-11.  

After an independent review of the documents being adopted, including the Puget Sound Regional Council's Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for VISION 2050, and the Final EIS for VISION 2040, and other information in the file, the responsible official has identified and adopted them as being appropriate for this proposal.  

[bookmark: _Hlk70596050]An addendum to the EISs for VISION 2040 and VISION 2050 and the other documents is also being prepared to add information and analysis about the amendments being proposed to the currently adopted 2012 King County Countywide Planning Policies.  The Addendum does not substantially change the analysis of significant impacts and alternatives in the adopted environmental documents.  Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required. The responsible official finds this information reasonably sufficient to evaluate the environmental impact of this proposal.

[bookmark: _Hlk70929233][bookmark: _Hlk70942768]Documents Adopted and Addended

Multicounty Planning Policies

· Puget Sound Regional Council, VISION 2050 – Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Appendices, March 2020 

· Puget Sound Regional Council, VISION 2040 – Final Environmental Impact Statement and Appendices, April 2008 (which combines the information found in the Draft and Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statements, which were released in May 2006 and July 2007)

Countywide Planning Policies

· King County Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget, Addendum to Existing Environmental Documents, November 2016, 2012
[bookmark: _Hlk70522887]
· King County Parks, Planning and Resources Department, Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the Countywide Planning Policies, May 18, 1994, prepared by Henigar & Ray

· King County Parks, Planning and Resources Department, Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the Countywide Planning Policies, January 12, 1994, prepared by Henigar & Ray


Description of Adopted and Addended Documents 

Multicounty Planning Policies.  The VISION 2050 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) includes a Preferred Growth Alternative and three distinct alternatives that initially were reviewed in a Draft SEIS. The strategy for accommodating growth asserts that the region will sustain and grow a variety of places, such as centers and central cities, small towns, and rural areas, into the future. Other than in natural resource lands and military installations, all growth alternatives assumed that all types of communities will grow and accommodate forecast growth (1.8 million additional people and 1.2 million additional jobs), though at different rates by geography and by county.  Specific allocations were made to King County at the countywide level and at the regional geography level which groups cities, towns, and areas together. 

The Draft SEIS alternatives were developed after a public comment and scoping process, extensive review by Puget Sound Regional Council's (PSRC) Growth Management Policy Board, and input from regional staff and other stakeholders. The three alternatives allowed the environmental analysis to consider the effects of extending the growth strategy to 2050 and the potential effects of changes to that strategy. Based on extensive outreach and analysis, the PSRC developed a Preferred Growth Alternative that was analyzed in the Final SEIS and adopted.

Implementation of VISION 2050 is enabled by its multicounty planning policies and regional growth strategy. As stated at RCW 36.70A.210 and WAC 365-196-305, multicounty planning policies are adopted by two or more counties and establish a common region-wide framework that ensures consistency among county and city comprehensive plans adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A.070, and countywide planning policies adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A.210. 

[bookmark: _Hlk72928329]Countywide Planning Policies. The currently adopted 2012 King County Countywide Planning Policies and appendices were developed to ensure consistency with the regional growth strategy and multicounty planning policies in VISION 2040.  The 2012 update included SEPA review and the release of a SEPA Addendum.  Prior to that, the Countywide Planning Policies and appendices were updated in 1994 and underwent environmental review, including the release of a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.  These documents are informed by the data and analysis in the Urban Growth Capacity Report, formerly known as the Buildable Lands Report. 

Public Comments 

Pursuant to KCC 20.44.120 there is no administrative appeal of this Threshold Determination.  Written comments should be addressed to the listed SEPA contact.  

	Comment deadline:

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk70596253]11:59 PM on Sunday, June 20, 2021

	Address for comment:
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk70596176]King County Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
401 Fifth Avenue, Suite 810
Seattle, WA  98104

Comments accepted at GMPC@kingcounty.gov. Due to COVID-19, hard copy materials will not be accepted.


	Public Hearing:
	
	The Growth Management Planning Council is scheduled to act on the 2021 Update of the Countywide Planning Policies and 2021 Urban Growth Capacity Report in June 2021.  Their action is to recommend amendments to the King County Council for consideration, possible revision, and approval, per the process described in the CPPs. Following this, the King County Council will consider action on the CPPs and Urban Growth Capacity Report and may at such time schedule a public hearing or hearings.




Responsible Official:

	[image: ]
	
	May 31 2021

	     Ivan Miller
	
	Date
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