
[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT 
As reported out of the Utilities Committee

	Agenda Item:
	
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2003-0222.2
	Date:
	June 30, 2003


SUBJECT:  A motion adopting the 2003 Facility Master Plan update for the First Northeast Transfer/Recycling Station.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Substitute Motion 2003-0222.2 would approve the 2003 Facility Master Plan Update (FMP Update) for the First Northeast Transfer/Recycling Station (First Northeast Station), located in the City of Shoreline.  
The Utilities Committee reported Proposed Substitute Motion 2003-0222.2 with a DO PASS – SUBSTITUTE recommendation at its meeting on June 24, 2003. 
BACKGROUND:  

The First Northeast Station was constructed in 1967 on 13 acres of property in the city of Shoreline, partly occupied by the closed Corliss Landfill.  The First Northeast station handles an average of 184 tons of waste per weekday and 135 tons per weekend day.  The waste is delivered by commercial haulers, businesses, and self-haulers and is loaded into transfer trailers for transport to the Cedar Hills Regional Landfill.  
Customers currently tip waste through floor slots directly into transfer trailers, the tops of which are beneath the station floor.  Solid Waste Division personnel use knuckleboom cranes to distribute waste within transfer trailers and achieve modest compaction of refuse.  
The facility also provides drop-off recycling opportunities for the public.  Materials currently accepted include glass, newspaper, cardboard, tin, aluminum, plastic and mixed paper.  The facility is normally operated by two site attendants and one cashier.  Three site attendants and two cashiers operate the facility during busier weekend periods.  

The geographic area served by the First Northeast Station is bounded generally by 145th Street in the south, the King/Snohomish county line in the north, Puget Sound on the west and Lake Washington on the east.  The land use in the area surrounding the transfer station consists of small-lot, single-family residences with stands of deciduous and evergreen trees and associated gardens.  The eastern edge of the transfer station site is Interstate 5 and the southern edge of the site is bounded by a Metro bus facility and a Seattle City Light power substation.  Thornton Creek, which appears to be a perennial stream, passes through the currently undeveloped portion of the site west of the transfer station.
Proposed Improvements to the Transfer Station

There are a number of problems that the executive intends to address with the improvements proposed for the First Northeast Station:

· The existing open-sided transfer building is located on the northern edge of the site, close to residential properties.  Its roof is too low to provide access to the station by the large, modern trucks now in use.  Multiple building columns that support the roof are located in the middle of the maneuvering/tipping area, making for an inefficient and undesirable situation.  The roof needs to be higher than it is and also strengthened to provide greater safety in case of an earthquake.

· Traffic flows in the facility create traffic congestion in the facility and on neighboring residential streets, resulting in backs-up onto NE 165th Street, and at times Meridian Avenue NE, and blocking private driveway access to homes.
· The roads in the facility currently run over the Thornton Creek, potentially creating habitat and water quality problems for the creek. Outdated stormwater facilities discharge into Thornton Creek. 
· The site is not equipped to meet the needs for the eventual export of waste as the top-loading operation is inefficient for that kind of operation.
There are a number of the improvements proposed for the First Northeast Station, including:

· Construction of a new, enclosed, seismically sound, transfer building with a higher roof and a location further away from residential houses than the current transfer station;

· Improvements to the transfer building, including installation of waste compacting equipment, to prepare the station for waste export;

· New traffic flows that ease traffic in the station and in the neighborhood, and prepares for use of the Metro ramps to I-5 should the county ultimately get permission to use them for transfer vehicle only access;

· Two new stormwater facilities that comply with the latest in environmental standards and technology and provide further protection to Thornton Creek and better treatment of stormwater on the site;

· A larger recycling facility with easier access for the public; and 
· New stream buffers and preserved natural areas around the Thornton Creek.

The estimated cost of the proposed improvements to the First Northeast Station is $18,634,000.  Most of the funds for this project will need to be budgeted in 2004 to allow for execution of construction contracts.  Construction is anticipated to be completed in late 2005 or early 2006.
The new facility improvements recommended by the plan are the result of a major outreach and public involvement process.  The Solid Waste Division held three public meetings, inviting more than 1,200 area residents.  At the request of residents, a Citizens Advisory Committee was formed to work closely with the division on the FMP Update.  The Citizens Advisory Committee met four times between August and November, 2002.  In addition, the division made presentations to the Shoreline City Council and the Shoreline Planning Commission on the FMP Update.  The result has been wide-spread support for the improvements in the Shoreline community, including a proposal by the Shoreline City Council to write to the county executive in support.
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