
EXHIBIT            1     .        

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL SERVICES 

ROAD SERVICES DIVISION  

REPORT TO THE HEARING EXAMINER 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: June 17, 2026 at 11:00 am   

 

Remote public hearing by the King County Hearing Examiner’s Office 

Seattle, WA 98104 

 

June 2, 2026 

 

 

PETITION TO VACATE:  A portion of County Road No. 393/SJ Twiss Road 

     

Road Services File:  V-2776 

 

Proposed Ordinance: 2026-0120 

 

A.  GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Petitioner(s):  Alexis and Devin Jones, and Garth Cook 

 

Location of Road: North of 424th Avenue SE, West of 276th Place SE, Enumclaw area   

 Thomas Brothers Page 808 

Quarter Section – NE-13-20-06 & NW-18-20-07 

 

Adjacent Parcels: 132006-9282, 132006-9283, 182007-9042  

 

 

B.  HISTORY AND OVERVIEW 

 

R.C.W. 36.87 establishes the right of property owners to petition a county legislative body for the 

vacation of road rights-of-way. K.C.C. 14.40 establishes King County policies and procedures for 

accomplishing same. 

 

The petition was filed with the Clerk of the King County Council on September 24, 2025, by Devin 

and Alexis Jones, Garth Cook, and Casey and Melody Olson seeking the vacation of a portion of 

County Road No. 393/SJ Twiss Road in the Enumclaw area of unincorporated King County. The 

Olsons have since sold their property to the Joneses and are no longer part of the petition. Casey 

Olson notified the Hearing Examiner of this on May 8, 2026, and assigned the Olsons’ petitioner 

status to the Joneses. This notification is included as Exhibit 19. 

 

The subject right-of-way is a portion of a County Road that was established in 1894 and amended in 

1904. No records were located indicating use, improvement or maintenance of the area by King 

County and it is unclear whether a road was ever built in the area that the petition seeks to vacate. 
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The petitioners own all the lands abutting the requested vacation area. The subject portion of right-

of-way qualifies as unopened and unmaintained county road right-of-way (See Exhibit 9).  

 

C.  NOTICE 

 

Notice of this hearing was posted at the approximate ends of the proposed vacation area on May 22, 

2026, see Exhibit 20, and published in accordance with requirements of RCW 36.87.060, see 

Exhibit 21.  

 

D.  REVIEWING AGENCIES AND COMMENTS 

 

The King County Department of Local Services, Road Services Division (“Roads”) solicited 

comments from agencies within King County and utilities serving the area regarding the impacts of 

vacating the area.   

 

Puget Sound Energy (PSE), Comcast and Lumen were contacted as part of the Agency Review 

process. PSE and Lumen replied and no objections were raised.  

 

King County Department of Local Services Permitting Division raised concerns about the potential 

landlocking of the parcels to the north that currently have access via an easement which also 

traverses the right of way proposed for vacation. These parcels are identified by King County parcel 

numbers 132006-9281, -9280, -9279, and -9079, and are all under the ownership of petitioner Garth 

Cook.  Upon approval of the vacation petition, Mr. Cook will have control of access to each of his 

properties. Mr. Cook has said that he will sign a letter accepting the land-locked condition of these 

parcels after the vacation, should it be approved. No property not a party to this road vacation 

petition will be landlocked as a result of approval of the petition.  

 

Another concern was raised by the King County Department of Local Services Bridge Unit that this 

vacation would not benefit the public. From Roads’ standpoint, the approval of this petition will 

reduce maintenance responsibilities and potential liabilities by vacating an area that has been 

determined to have no use to the County Road system and this constitutes a public benefit. The 

determination of compensation for vacated areas of right of way relies on a valuation from the King 

County Assessor and the Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget formula. The worksheets are 

included as Exhibits 12-14. 

 

Roads did not receive responses from Comcast; Enumclaw Fire Department; Department of 

Executive Services, Property Services; Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Open Space, 

Water and Land Resource Division, and Wastewater; Department of Local Services, Roads Services 

– Maintenance, King County Metro, and the Department of Executive Services – Historical 

Preservation.  

 

A copy of the Notice is included as Exhibit 10.    

 

The responses received to the agency review are listed on the following page.    

Exhibit D1 -002



Report to the Hearing Examiner 

V-2776  

Page 3 of 6 

 

3 

 

 

  ATTACHMENTS 

NO. 
AGENCY / 

DATE(S) 
COMMENT 

1.  Puget Sound Energy 

 11/12/2025 PSE does not object to this vacate! Please let me know if there is anything 

else you need from us. 

2.  Lumen / CenturyLink 

 12/29/2025 

2/5/2026 

CJ: We only have facilities in the ROW on SE 424th St.  please see below 

LB: I have attached the official letter of no objections for the project. Let me 

know if you have any questions.   

3.  DLS Permitting 

 10/14/2025 The proposed area of vacation could potentially create “land-locked” 

situations for property owners to the north.  It is recommended that 

confirmation of alternative access to public ROW be established for these 

properties prior to granting approval. 

4.  DNRP – Parks 

 10/15/2025 Current King County Park or Tail improvements in vicinity   No  (Foothills 

regional trail located approx. 500 ft east of proposed vacation)  

Future planned Park or Trail Improvements in vicinity    None                     

ROW necessary or useful for current or future trail    No                          

Preserve all or portion ROW     None as relates to Parks 

5.  DLS Roads – CIP & Planning Section 

 10/24/2025 I have no concerns from a Planning perspective.   

6.  DLS Roads – Traffic Engineering 

 10/15/2025 

 

11/13/2025 

KB: From a Traffic Operations perspective, I can see no need to retain this 

ROW for future use 

HS: From a traffic development perspective, I don’t see a need to retain this 

ROW.   

7.  DLS Roads – Environmental Unit 

 10/15/2025 From the EU perspective, there is no need to retain the right-of-way for future 

use.    

8.  DLS Roads – Archaeology Unit 

 10/15/2025 The proposed vacation is within the boundary of a mapped ethnographic 

prairie. This creates no regulatory obligations and no reason to retain the 

ROW here. 

9.  DLS Roads – Drainage Unit 

 10/15/2025 LJ: From a Bridge asset perspective, there is no need to retain the right-of-

way for future use.  On a side note, the three property owners requesting this 

road vacation will benefit from this vacation but the public in general will not.  

JP: From a Roads drainage perspective, I see no need to retain this right-of-

way for future use. 

 

Exhibit D1 -003



Report to the Hearing Examiner 

V-2776  

Page 4 of 6 

 

4 

 

E.  COMPENSATION  

 

Roads obtained from the King County Assessor’s Office a determination of value for the areas 

proposed for vacation associated with each of the Petitioner’s properties and the area that will attach 

to a non-petitioning property if the petition to vacate is approved. These amounts are shown on the 

table following:   

 

 
 

The Assessor’s Office determined that adding approximately 11,432 square feet to the Petitioners’ 

Parcel 132006-9282 would result in a $4,000 increase in value.  The valuation as applied to the PSB 

model results in no additional charge of compensation from Petitioners should the approximately 

11,432 square foot area of unopened undeveloped right-of-way be vacated.  See Exhibit 12. 

 

As to Parcel 132006-9283, the Assessor’s Office determined that adding approximately 7,728 

square feet to the parcel would result in a $1,000 increase in value.  The valuation as applied to the 

PSB model results in no additional charge of compensation from Petitioners should the 

approximately 7,728 square foot area of unopened undeveloped right-of-way be vacated.  See 

Exhibit 13. 

 

As to Parcel 182007-9042, the Assessor’s Office determined that adding approximately 2,740 

square feet to the parcel would result in a $3,000 increase in value.  The valuation as applied to the 

PSB model results in no additional charge of compensation from Petitioners should the 

approximately 2,740 square foot area of unopened undeveloped right-of-way be vacated.  See 

Exhibit 14. 

 

F.  COUNTY ROAD ENGINEER RECOMMENDATION 

 

The County Road Engineer has determined that the subject portion of right-of-way is useless to the 

county transportation system and that Petition V-2776 seeking to vacate this portion of County 

Road No. 393/SJ Twiss Road should be approved, subject to written acknowledgement from 

Petitioner Garth Cook that he accepts the land-locked condition of the other parcels under his 

ownership after the vacation. 

 

The full County Road Engineer’s Report is attached as Exhibit 16.     

  

Parcel Number Owner Current 

Area (SF)

Added Area (SF) Additional 

Assessed 

Value*

Compensation 

Due**

132006-9282 Devin & Alexis Jones 41,597 11,432 $4,000 $0

132006-9283 Garth Cook 236,284 7,728 $1,000 $0

182007-9042 Devin & Alexis Jones 82,328 2,740 $3,000 $0

* Based on a determination by the Assessor's Office

** Based on the compensation model prepared by the County Office of Performance Strategy and Budget (PSB) with 

offsets for management and maintenance costs and future expected property tax. See model attached.
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G.  EXHIBITS 

 

No. DESCRIPTION 

1.  DLS Roads Report to the Hearing Examiner June 1, 2026, with 9 Attachments and 14 

Exhibits. 

2.  Petition to the County Road Engineer for the Vacation of a County Road, received 

September 24, 2025  

3.  Letter to Petitioners, dated October 1, 2025, acknowledging receipt of Petition.  

4.  King County Assessor’s information for Petitioners Devin and Alexis Jones’property, 

APN 132006-9282 

5.  King County Assessor’s information for Petitioner Garth Cook’s property, APN 132006-

9283 

6.  King County Assessor’s information for Petitioners Devin and Alexis Jones’ property 

(formerly owned by Casey and Melody Olson), APN 182007-9042 

7.  Documentation Establishing County Road No. 393 / S.J. Twiss Road (No. 1) 

8.  Documentation Establishing County Road No. 520 / S.J. Twiss Road (No. 2) 

9.  Exhibit map depicting vacation area  

10.  Copy of final notice for agency review, sent on October 31, 2025  

11.  Email exchange with Assessor’s Office regarding valuation of vacation area.  

12.  Compensation calculation model spreadsheet for Petitioners’ property, APN 132006-9282 

13.  Compensation calculation model spreadsheet for Petitioners’ property, APN 132006-9283 

14.  Compensation calculation model spreadsheet for Petitioners’ property, APN 182007-9042 

15.  Cover letter to Petitioners dated December 18, 2025, with a copy of the County Road 

Engineer’s Report 

16.  County Road Engineer’s Report  

17.  Ordinance transmittal letter dated May 4, 2026, from King County Executive to 

Councilmember Girmay Zahilay, Chair, King County Council 

18.  Proposed Ordinance  

19.  Email from Casey Olson, assigning the Olsons’ petitioner status to the Joneses following 

the sale of their property to the Joneses 

20.  Declaration of Posting  

21.  Request for publication by Clerk of the Council       

 

 

 

END OF STAFF REPORT TO THE HEARING EXAMINER  
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