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Metropolitan King County Council
REGIONAL WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE

Revised Staff Report

	Agenda Item No.: 


	
	
	Name: 
	Elizabeth Mountsier
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	2007-0089

	
	Date:
	February 9, 2007

	
	


SUBJECT:  A motion establishing the 2007 work plan for the Regional Water Quality Committee of the King County Council

ACTION TAKEN:  The Regional Water Quality Committee gave a unanimous “do pass” recommendation for the adoption of Proposed Motion 2007-0089 after amending Attachment A to reflect a new description of the first work product as an update to the “Conveyance System Improvement Program” vs. “plan” and anticipated action on the Executive’s associated policy recommendations.
SUMMARY:   Last year the Regional Water Committee adopted a work program similar to the 2005 work program with a range of issues to consider.  The primary task was completion of the three-year review of the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) as called for in Policy WWPP-5, including some final policy amendments.  

In January, staff prepared a staff report that outlined a potential work program for the committee and anticipated three primary areas of interest:  1) review and approval of the Executive’s proposed Conveyance System Improvement Plan; 2) policy considerations as they interface or don’t with the Regional Wastewater Service Plan (RWSP) Review Report and 3) timely updates on Brightwater progress as the project continues in the construction phase.   In addition, staff recommended monitoring of the extension of component agency contracts with King County; progress on the reclaimed water feasibility study and review of the study regarding Culver funding alternatives.   Finally, committee staff anticipated the committee’s continued interest in the Council’s annual adoption of the sewer rate and capacity charge and noted other topics the committee might choose to monitor or have select briefings on.  

At the direction of the Chair – the staff report was re-worked as a “work plan summary” for adoption via Proposed Motion 2007-0089.    The explanation for each item is embodied in the work plan (and not repeated again in this staff report). 

BACKGROUND:   The King County Charter Section 270 establishes three regional committees: the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC), the Regional Policies Committee (RPC), and the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) and defines the responsibilities of the committees.  The role of the committees, as further defined in the Council Rules, is to develop, recommend and review regional policies and plans for consideration by the County Council (see staff reports for March and April, 2004).  
The Regional Water Quality Committee develops, reviews, and recommends countywide policies and plans for water quality and sewer service issues, long range capital facilities plans, rate policies and facilities siting to guide King County’s regional water quality responsibilities for consideration by the Metropolitan King County Council.  In 1999, the council, upon recommendations by the RWQC, adopted the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP), a plan to provide wastewater services to this region for the next 30 years.  The committee also oversees the Regional Needs Assessment, a regional partnership of Seattle, Bellevue, Suburban Cities and King County to solve watershed problems including flooding, water quality and fish habitat.
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