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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0323 would ratify the Executive’s September 16, 2020, Proclamation of Emergency Budget Crisis for the 2021-2022 biennium. 

SUMMARY

The King County Code states that when the Executive determines that an emergency budget crisis exists, the Executive may proclaim in writing the existence of the emergency and then transmit the proclamation and a proposed ratifying ordinance to the Council. Once ratified, the proclamation of emergency allows the Executive emergency powers to:

· Order a budgetary furlough, including the furlough of employees of the Executive branch and closure of County offices;
· Order the reduction in hours or the closure of County offices on specific days associated with the budgetary furlough; or
· Order any other actions relating to employees in K.C.C. Title 3.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  KCC 3.12F.020. Note that Proposed Ordinance 2020-0317 would update this section of Code to make it more relevant for the current emergency.] 


On May 29, 2020, the Executive issued a Proclamation of Emergency Budget Crisis for the 2020 budget year due to the fiscal and operational impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The proclamation was ratified by Ordinance 19115.

On September 16, 2020, the Executive issued a Proclamation of Emergency Budget Crisis for the 2021-2022 biennium due to the anticipated ongoing fiscal and operational impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. That proclamation would be ratified by Proposed Ordinance 2020-0323, which was transmitted to the Council as part of the budget-related legislation. Ratification of the Executive’s Proclamation through the proposed ordinance is required to invoke the emergency powers listed above during the 2021-2022 biennium.



BACKGROUND 

Proclamation of Emergency Budget Crisis. The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in both a significant decline in revenues for King County government, particularly in sales tax, following the economic shutdown required by the Governor’s Stay Home-Stay Healthy[footnoteRef:2] and Safe Start[footnoteRef:3] directives; and also significant and ongoing changes to County operations to keep County employees and residents safe during the pandemic. This combination of circumstances has led the King County Executive to determine that an emergency budget crisis has existed in 2020 following the emergence of the pandemic and is anticipated to continue during the 20201-2022 biennium.  [2:  https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf ]  [3:  https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SafeStartWA_4May20_1pm.pdf ] 


The King County Code states that when the Executive determines that an emergency budget crisis exists, the Executive may proclaim in writing the existence of the emergency and then transmit the proclamation and a proposed ratifying ordinance to the Council. Once ratified, the proclamation of emergency allows the Executive emergency powers to:

· Order a budgetary furlough, including the furlough of employees of the Executive branch and closure of County offices;
· Order the reduction in hours or the closure of County offices on specific days associated with the budgetary furlough; or
· Order any other actions relating to employees in K.C.C. Title 3.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  KCC 3.12F.020. ] 


On May 29, 2020, the Executive issued a Proclamation of Emergency Budget Crisis for the 2020 budget year due to the fiscal and operational impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The proclamation was ratified by Ordinance 19115.

On September 16, 2020, the Executive issued a Proclamation of Emergency Budget Crisis for the 2021-2022 biennium due to the anticipated ongoing fiscal and operational impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. That proclamation would be ratified by Proposed Ordinance 2020-0323, which was transmitted to the Council as part of the budget-related legislation.

ANALYSIS

The Executive’s proposed budget states that: “Many County programs have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting economic recession. Significant reductions were required in many areas of the 2021-2022 Proposed Budget, including services supported by the County’s General Fund and bus and rail service provided by Metro Transit.” The emergency powers provided under the Code during a declared emergency budget crisis may be needed to implement the reductions proposed in the budget or to implement additional steps if the economy does not recover over the course of the biennium.


Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2020-0323 would provide the Code-required ratification of the Executive’s Proclamation, extending the declared emergency budget crisis through the next biennium. Approval of the proposed ordinance would mirror the action the Council took earlier this year in approving Ordinance 19115, which ratified the Proclamation of Emergency Budget Crisis for the 2020 budget year.

Proposed Ordinance 2020-0323 has been included as part of the budget-related legislation for consideration with the biennial budget. A related piece of legislation, Proposed Ordinance 2020-0317, would update the relevant sections of Code[footnoteRef:5] to make it more relevant for the current emergency. [5:  Proposed Ordinance 2020-0217 would amend KCC 3.12F.020, 040, and 060, and add a new section to KCC Chapter 3.15.] 


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2020-0323
2. Fiscal Note
3. Proclamation of Emergency Budget Crisis, September 16, 2020
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