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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2023-0174.2 relating to the servicing of summons and processing of lawsuits by King County, passed out of committee on May 9, 2023, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Ordinance was amended in committee with Amendment 1 to fix a typo in a referenced code section, correct a drafting error and ensure language consistency throughout the ordinance. The Ordinance was also amended in committee with Amendment T1 to correct a typo in a referenced code section.




SUBJECT

Relating to the servicing of summons and processing of lawsuits by King County.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0174 would make the Manager of the Records and Licensing Services Division of the Department of Executive Services responsible for receiving and processing lawsuits against King County. Currently, the Clerk of the Council is the designated agent upon which such lawsuits may be served.  

The proposed ordinance would also remove emergency service processing provisions established in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Ordinance 19073] 


Title Amendment T1 would correct a typo in a referenced code section. 

Amendment 1 make several technical changes including fixing a typo in a referenced code section, correcting a drafting format error, and ensuring language consistency throughout the ordinance.

BACKGROUND 

Service of Lawsuits on King County 

State law provides the King County Council with the authority to designate an agent to be served notice of a lawsuit (or summons) against the County.[footnoteRef:2] Under King County Code 2.04.010, the Clerk of the Council is that designated agent.  [2:  RCW 4.28.080] 


Ordinance 19073, approved by the Council in March of 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, established emergency provisions for the acceptance of lawsuits against the County. These provisions allowed the Clerk of the Council to accept lawsuits via the United States Postal Services and through a dedicated email address in order to reduce the reliance on in-person service.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  kcserviceofsummons@kingcounty.gov ] 

King County Customer Service Center

The King County Customer Service Center, located on the second floor of King Street Center in Seattle, opened to the public on April 20th, 2023. According to the Executive, the new service hub is designed to be a “one-stop shop” for many of the most requested County services, including: 
· Property tax payments;
· Taxpayer assistance and exemptions;
· Vital Records (birth and death certificates);
· Vehicle and vessel licensing;
· Marriage licensing;
· Document recording;
· Taxi, TNC, and for-hire driver permits;
· Pet licensing;
· Public records requests; and
· Claims

The Records and Licensing Services Division (RALS) of the Department of Executive Services is located at the new Customer Service Center.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  201 South Jackson Street, Room 202, Seattle, Washington, 98104.] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0174 would make several changes to the manner in which county staff service and process lawsuits. The proposed ordinance would designate the RALS Manager as the agent to be served lawsuits against the county and remove the Clerk of the Council from that role. The proposed ordinance would also establish that lawsuits may be served via email at kcservicesofsummons@kingcounty.gov or in-person, Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm at the RALS office located at the King County Customer Service Center in Seattle but would no longer be accepted via the U.S. Postal Service. Lastly, the proposed ordinance would remove from code the emergency provisions for the acceptance of lawsuits that was added under Ordinance 19703 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

AMENDMENT

Title Amendment T1 is a technical amendment that would correct a typo in a referenced code section. 

[bookmark: _Hlk134097649]Amendment 1 would make several technical changes including fixing a typo in a referenced code section, correcting a drafting format error, and ensuring language consistency throughout the ordinance.   
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