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SUBJECT:   A MOTION stating council intent to be consistent with federal policy when considering establishment of relationships with foreign governments.

BACKGROUND:  The deterioration in the relationship between the governments of the United States and Cuba began in the early 1960s.  The often tense and hostile nature of that relationship has been dramatically illustrated in a number of events and actions between the two nations.

For the past four decades, U.S. policy towards Cuba has consisted largely of isolation through comprehensive economic sanctions.  Another smaller component of U.S. policy consists of support measures for the Cuban people.  This second component of U.S. policy includes:

· U.S. private humanitarian donations,

· U.S. government support for democracy-building efforts for Cuba, and 

· U.S. sponsored radio and television broadcasting to Cuba.   
In the late 1990s, the federal government made several changes to U.S. policy intended to bolster U.S. support of the Cuban people in the aftermath of the Pope’s January 1998 visit. These changes included:

· The resumption of direct flights to Cuba (which had been curtailed in 1996),

· The resumption of cash remittances for the support of close relatives in Cuba (which were disallowed  starting in 1994), 
· The streamlining of procedures for the commercial sale of medicines and medical supplies and equipment to Cuba, and 

· The expansion of people to people contact by the loosening of restrictions on travel to Cuba for certain categories of travelers.
On May 18, 2001, President Bush made his first major policy statement relative to Cuba, in which he stated opposition towards “attempts to weaken sanctions against Cuba’s government” but would “actively support those working to bring democratic change to Cuba”.  On May 20, 2002, the president sought to clarify the later part his earlier policy statement by announcing a new federal initiative described in the proposed substitute motion.

SUMMARY:  
The Proposed Substitute Motion 2002-0361 recognizes that it is the sole purview of the federal government to set foreign policy and determine if, when and how official government relationships are to be established and maintained with other nations.  In addition, the proposed substitute motion expresses a concern that unilateral efforts of local government to establish relationships with other nations may have the effect of interfering with the federal government in any of its efforts to establish appropriate relationships. The proposed substitute motion also recognizes the new federal initiative on Cuba recently announced by the Bush administration.  This new federal initiative includes the four following measures designed to reach out to the Cuban people:

· Facilitating humanitarian assistance to the Cuban people by American religious or other non-governmental organizations;

· Providing direct assistance to the Cuban people through these religious or other non-governmental organizations;

· Calling for the resumption of direct mail service to and from Cuba; and

· Establishing scholarships in the United States for Cuban students and professionals involved in building civil institutions and for family members of political prisoners.

The proposed substitute motion concludes by stating that the council supports and will coordinate with federal initiatives in regards to the establishment of relationships with the government of Cuba. 

ATTACHMENTS:   1.  Proposed Substitute Motion 2002-0361
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