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SUBJECT

[bookmark: _Hlk117575149]Proposed Ordinance 2022-0380 would eliminate electronic monitoring fees for all electronic home monitoring program participants.

SUMMARY

This proposed ordinance would repeal the section of King County Code related to electronic home monitoring (EHM) fees, eliminating the fees for EHM program participants. EHM fees were eliminated by the Executive by emergency order during the pandemic, and the Executive’s rationale for permanently eliminating the fees are that it would make EHM program participation more equitably accessible.  Eliminating the fees would reduce the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention’s potential revenues by an estimated $70,000 in the 2023-2024 biennium.

BACKGROUND 

Adult and Juvenile Detention and Electronic Home Monitoring. King County's Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) operates three detention facilities as well as community supervision programs for pre- and post-trial defendants in King County.

King County's Electronic Home Monitoring Program (EHM) was originally founded in 1988 as a component of the Work Education Release (WER) program. WER participants who were low risk for reoffending could participate in EHM and live at home rather than report to the WER facility each night, in order to facilitate transitioning and reintegrating into the community.

In 2003, the EHM program transitioned to being operated by the DAJD's Community Corrections Division (CCD). The current King County EHM program is used as an alternative to secure detention. The program monitors participants ordered to EHM by the King County Superior Court, the King County District Court, and participating municipalities in King County. Eligibility for the program is governed by RCW 9.94A.734. Program participants must follow the conditions of conduct order in order to remain in the program. Participants are monitored by program staff, who conduct in-person location verifications, verify participant work or treatment schedules, and investigate all electronic alerts.

Technology changes in 2018 have allowed more real-time monitoring of program participants through use of Global Positioning System (GPS) and alcohol monitoring equipment with facial recognition technology. The GPS technology allows program participants to be monitored outside their home, compared to radio frequency monitoring, which only monitors when participants have entered or exited their home.

[bookmark: _Hlk117575376]EHM became much more widely used during the COVID-19 pandemic due to the closure of other alternative programs, including the Work Education Release (WER) and Community Work Programs (CWP). EMH capacity pre-pandemic was budgeted for 65 participants and was increased to 225 participants in March 2020. There are currently approximately 300 people in the county’s EMH program.

The EHM program is supported by King County's General Fund and by fees in accordance with King County Code (K.C.C.) 4A.640.010. During the pandemic, under emergency powers, the Executive stopped charging fees for EHM to ensure it could be used equitably to reduce the jail population during the pandemic.

ANALYSIS

[bookmark: _Hlk117575611]Proposed Ordinance 2022-0380 would repeal K.C.C. 4A.640.010 which would eliminate the requirement for adults participating in the EHM program to pay fees on EHM equipment ordered by the court, such as GPS or alcohol monitoring equipment.  Youth participating in EHM were already exempt from fees in county code.

The Executive states that such fees can impact an individual’s ability to participate in the EHM program.  According to the fiscal note, this proposal is estimated to reduce potential revenue for DAJD by $70,000 in 2023-2024, based on EHM fees collected in 2019.

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, King County Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2022-0380 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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