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SUBJECT:  2002 Amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan

Background

The KCCP is adopted by the County in accordance with the State Growth Management Act (GMA) and is to be consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs). The KCCP provides the primary legal framework for making land use-related decisions in unincorporated King County.  The current KCCP was adopted in 1994.  
KCC 20.18.030 allows only minor amendments during annual updates and the executive proposed land use and zoning amendments are limited in their scope.  The 2002 KCCP amendment package is an annual update that contains policy amendments and land use map and zoning map amendments related to the Snoqualmie, Maple Valley and Lake Sawyer areas.  

Summary 
The executive-proposed amendments to King County Comprehensive Plan policies, land use and zoning are as follows:

· Amend Policy U-115 to remove the reference to Regionally or Locally Significant Resource Areas as a criteria for placing R-1 zoning;

· Amend Policy U-116 to clarify that multifamily development is not permitted in designated Community and Neighborhood Business Centers, except as part of a mixed-use development;

· Amends Policy U-130 to utilize the term “net buildable area” in a manner consistent with Title 21A;

· Amends Policy text in Chapter 3 by deleting a reference to “Rural Farm Districts”, which are no longer designated in the KCCP;

· Amends Policy R-564 to allow mining sites to be redesignated for other uses once the mineral resources have been depleted;

· Amends Policy E-123 to remove the reference to the R1 Study, which is included with the 2002 Amendments;

· Implements the Snoqualmie Urban Growth Area Subarea Plan by amending land use and zoning designations; 

· Corrects a minor mapping error in an area to the northeast of Maple Valley; and

· Implements the R-1 Zoning Study by amending land use and zoning designations in an area directly west of Lake Sawyer.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 

Subsequent to transmittal of the 2002 KCCP amendments, executive staff noted that Zoning Map #11 of the KCCP Zoning Map Atlas contains in the map legend a designation for the “Quality Urban Environment Demonstration Project Area”.  In addition, the map indicates the designation is placed on properties located just south of the boundary with Snohomish County and between the cities of Kenmore and Bothell.  This is an error which is rectified by the amendment included as Attacment 2 of the staff report.

The designation was first placed on the subject properties with the adoption of Ordinance 12627, which was later codified as KCC 21A.55.040.  This legislation had a sunset clause stating that any proposal wanting to utilize the provision had to submit an application prior to December 31, 1997.  Only one project submitted an application prior to that date.  This was the Lakepoint project, which is now within the city of Kenmore.  For all other properties within the demonstration project area, the opportunity to use the provisions of KCC 21A.55.040 has long since expired.
KCCP Zoning Map #5 also shows the subject properties, but was amended in 1998 to delete reference to the QUE demonstration project area to reflect the fact that the provisions were were effectively null and void.  Unfortunately, the parallel revision to Zoning Map #11 was overlooked.  
Amendment 1 would revise Zoning Map #11 would be consistent with the action taken in 2000 to revise Zoning Map #5.  
Attachments:

1. Amendment 1 to Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0118
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