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SUBJECT:  
Briefing on the King County Noxious Weed Control Program 2002 Annual Report. 
BACKGROUND:

Pursuant to Ordinance 13325, the Executive is required to report annually to the Council on the work program of the Noxious Weed Control Program. Jane Wentworth, the program manager, will provide a report to the Natural Resources, Parks and Open Space Committee. 

Below is a summary of the history and background of King County’s Noxious Weed Control Program: 

Why does King County have a Noxious Weed Control Program?

· Washington State has a weed law (Chapter 17.10 RCW) with the following provisions:

· Counties must establish a noxious weed control program if noxious weeds are present in that jurisdiction.

· The responsibility for controlling noxious weeds lies with each landowner (public and private).
· Local noxious weed control boards have the responsibility to ensure the control work is carried out.
When did King County implement a Noxious Weed Control Program?  

· Prior to 1996, King County did not have a noxious weed program.

· In 1995, three neighboring counties, (Pierce, Snohomish, Kittitas) with active noxious weed programs, filed a lawsuit claiming the county was not meeting the mandate under the state law.

· In 1996, the county started a small-scale program funded in part with CX revenues and the suit was dismissed in 1997.

How is the Noxious Weed Control Program funded?  
· Counties may fund noxious weed programs either through an assessment on land or an appropriation from the general fund. 
· In 1998, King County adopted an assessment to fund the program to relieve the CX fund and provide a stable revenue source to fund an effective program. 

· Between 1999 and 2001, the assessment was $.85 cents + $.09 cents per acre per year.

· In 2001, King County increased the annual assessment to $1.50 per parcel + $.09 cents per acre per year.

· The assessment is collected on all parcels county-wide and generates about $950,000 per year.

· 16 of 39 counties in Washington State have a dedicated property tax assessment to fund their program.


How is the Noxious Weed Control Program administered?  


· King County’s Noxious Weed Control Program is located in the Office of Rural and Resource Lands within the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.

· The program is overseen by the Noxious Weed Control Board, a 5-member board of citizen volunteers who provide direction to the weed control program staff and make policy recommendations to the Executive and the Council.

· Staff include a program coordinator, an administrative assistant, an aquatic weed specialist, a county lands noxious weed specialist, a state lands noxious weed specialist, a communications coordinator and 8 seasonal field surveyors.
What does the King County’s Noxious Weed Control Program do and what has it accomplished?


· The main services provided by the Noxious Weed Control Program include:

· Conduct surveys on public and private land in cities and the unincorporated area from April to September to identify noxious weeds. The goal is to identify weeds in the early stages of invasion before large-scale infestation occurs.

· Map noxious weed infestations county-wide.

· Notify landowners and provide technical assistance. Staff notify the landowner if noxious weeds are present on the property and provide information on the options available to control weeds. 

· Provide public information through workshops and publications on noxious weeds, prevention strategies, and control options for landowners.

· Research various methods of control including biological methods.

· Enforcement of noxious weed control. State law gives the noxious weed board authority to control weeds on private or public property if the landowner refuses or fails to respond to notification. In King County, 99% of weed infestations are controlled voluntarily by the landowner.

· The Noxious Weed Program’s 2002 Annual Report outlines the program’s accomplishments and performance measures.

Why all the fuss over noxious weeds?

According to the U.S. Department of the Interior, noxious weeds infest 100 million acres in the U.S., spread at 14 percent per year, and -- on public lands -- consume 4,600 acres of wildlife habitat per day. Noxious weeds diminish or cause the extinction of native plants and animals, a third of all listed species. 

Aquatic weeds are also a significant problem in the U.S., altering fish and other aquatic animal species, choking waterways, altering nutrient cycles, and reducing recreational use of rivers and lakes. In the United States as a whole, a total of $100 million is invested annually in non-indigenous species aquatic weed control. 

In 1995, the Bureau of Reclamation began a biological control project to control purple loosestrife along the Winchester Wasteway in the Columbia Basin. Purple loosestrife had spread across almost 20,000 acres and was threatening to block the flow on the 30-mile-long channel which is used to irrigate 250,000 acres of farmland in Eastern, Washington. The purple loosestrife was also ruining critical wildlife and waterfowl habitat in both the desert wildlife recreational area (through which the wasteway flows) and the nearby Potholes/Columbia National Wildlife Refuge. The weed was also a major nuisance for boaters, anglers, hunters and others who used these areas for recreation. 

Herbicidal control was attempted on a limited basis, but the monetary and environmental costs to repeatedly spray such a large area were prohibitive. Biological control of purple loosestrife using insects was used as a last resort. In 1995, leaf-eating beetles were released and, by destroying purple loosestrife, are helping to keep the irrigation water flowing in the channel. Of the more than 5,000 acres surveyed last year, nearly half of the purple loosestrife acreage has been either munched to bare stems or damaged enough so the plants cannot flower and reproduce. 

ATTENDING:

Jane Wentworth, Program Manager, King County Noxious Weed Control Program


ATTACHMENTS:
1. King County Noxious Weed Control Board 2002 Annual Report
