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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

REVISED STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
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	Date:
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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Motion 2025-0080.2 confirming the appointment of Dr. Sandra Valenciano as the director of Public Health – Seattle & King County, passed out of committee on May 26, 2026, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Proposed Motion was amended in committee with Amendment 1 to change the name of the department listed in the motion in recognition of the combined city-county health department and Title Amendment T1 to confirm the title of the proposed motion to Amendment 1.




SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2026-0080 would confirm the appointment of Dr. Sandra Valenciano as director of the Public Health – Seattle & King County. 

SUMMARY

King County Code (K.C.C.) 2.16.110 defines the process for appointment and confirmation of exempt public officials, including the director of Public Health—Seattle & King County (PHSKC).[footnoteRef:1] Dr. Valenciano was nominated for appointment by King County Executive Girmay Zahilay and Seattle Mayor Katie Wilson on March 25, 2026. [footnoteRef:2]  Dr. Valenciano has served as health officer since August 4, 2025, and as acting director for the department since December 12, 2025.  [1:  K.C.C. 2.16.110  ]  [2:  King County Executive Girmay Zahilay and Seattle Mayor Katie Wilson appoint Dr. Sandra Valenciano to lead Public Health – Seattle & King County, https://publichealthinsider.com/2026/03/25/king-county-executive-girmay-zahilay-and-seattle-mayor-katie-wilson-appoint-dr-sandra-valenciano-to-lead-public-health-seattle-a/  ] 


Staff has prepared an amendment and title amendment to change the name of the department in recognition of the combined city-county health department.

BACKGROUND 

Governed by K.C.C. 2.35A and the 2011 Interlocal Agreement,[footnoteRef:3] PHSKC is responsible for managing an integrated set of services and programs that are responsive to urban, suburban city and unincorporated communities. The department has multiple divisions and programs, including child and youth health, emergency medical services, environmental health, injury prevention, community health, communicable disease and prevention and the Medical Examiner's Office. PHSKC also administers the King County Board of Health.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Ordinance 17151 King County – File #:2011-0228]  [4:  K.C.C. chapter 2.35 ] 


Executive Zahilay appointed Dr. Sandra Valenciano to serve as acting director of PHSKC on December 15, 2025, according to Executive Staff. Under Section 5 of the Interlocal Agreement and K.C.C. 2.35A.010.B, the director of public health must be jointly appointed by both the County Executive and the Seattle Mayor, subject to confirmation by both the county and city councils. Executive Zahilay and Mayor Wilson jointly appointed Dr. Valenciano on March 25, 2026. As of May 19, 2025, the City of Seattle has not introduced a motion confirming Dr. Valenciano's appointment.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Prior to Dr. Valenciano's role as the Health Officer for PHSKC, she served as the District Health Director and Chief Executive Officer for DeKalb County Board of Health. According to the confirmation packet, Dr. Valenciano was responsible for overseeing all operations and delivering public health services for over 780,000 residents, including serving as Incident Commander throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Dr. Valenciano holds a Bachelor of Arts from Brown University, a Master of Public Health from Tulane University, and a Doctor of Medicine from Boston University. Dr. Valenciano completed postdoctoral training through a residency in Yale’s Internal Medicine program, followed by a two-year fellowship with the Center for Disease Control and Prevention's Epidemic Intelligence Service Program.

ANALYSIS

The proposed motion would confirm the appointment of Dr. Sandra Valenciano as director of the PHSKC. 

K.C.C. 2.16.110 outlines timeframes and criteria for the appointment and confirmation of exempt public officials. Under K.C.C., the Executive is authorized to appoint a person to serve in an acting capacity to fill a position requiring council confirmation for a period of no greater than 150 days. Executive Zahilay appointed Dr. Sandra Valenciano to serve as Interim Director on December 15, 2025, according to Executive staff. The Council passed a motion on May 5, 2026, to extend Dr. Valenciano's appointment as acting director until July 13, 2026.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  King County - File #: 2026-0109] 


Additionally, K.C.C. 2.16.110 requires the Executive to transmit written notice of an appointment within seven calendar days of an appointment being made. Executive Zahilay and Mayor Wilson jointly appointed Dr. Valenciano on March 25, 2026. The transmittal letter and proposed motion were transmitted on April 6, 2026.

K.C.C. 2.16.110.E.1.c states that the Council must act to consider confirmation within 90 days of receipt of notification and a proposed motion. Proposed Motion 2026-0080 was received on April 6, 2026.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  In accordance with the 90-day time limit, the Council has until July 5, 2026, to act on the motion to confirm Dr. Valenciano's appointment.] 


Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with King County Code requirements.

AMENDMENTS

Amendment 1 would change the name of the department in recognition of the combined city-county health department. 

Title Amendment T1 would conform the title of the proposed motion to Amendment 1.
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