The Honorable Larry Gossett

March 31, 2011

Page 3

April 1, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits a motion and associated report for King County Council consideration, in accordance with a proviso in the adopted 2011 King County budget ordinance (Ordinance 16984, Section 81, P1) that directs the executive to submit a report on noxious weed control activities by county land managers.  This report identifies: the number of uncontrolled noxious weed sites on county lands; a work plan to reduce or eliminate any backlog of uncontrolled noxious weed sites on county lands, including consideration of the use of the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention community work program; strategies and a time frame within which substantial control of noxious weeds will be achieved on county owned lands.

In summary, the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks identified that the backlog of uncontrolled sites is small in relation to the total number of sites on county lands (129 sites uncontrolled out of a total of 2,317 active sites).  County agencies have been doing a very good job of controlling regulated noxious weeds with performance continually improving from 77 percent of sites controlled in 2003 to 94 percent of sites controlled in 2010.  Since 2005, noxious weed control performance of county agencies has surpassed that of non-county property owners.  

If you would like more information about this motion or report, please contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-6587.

Thank you for consideration of this motion.

Sincerely, 

Dow Constantine
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Tom Bristow, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget


Carrie Cihak, Director of Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County Executive 


    Office


Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP

bcc:
Sandra Kilroy, Rural and Regional Services Section (RRSS), Water and Land 

    Resources Division (WLRD), Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Steven J. Burke, Manager, Noxious Weed Control Program, RRSS, WLRD, DNRP
Roy Brunskill, Noxious Weed Control Specialist II, Noxious Weed Control Program, 


    RRSS, WLRD, DNRP

