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TOPIC: Proposed Motion 2026-0115 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Juan Cotto, who resides in Council District 2, to the Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District Board of Directors, for a partial four-year term to expire on December 31, 2029.
BACKGROUND	
Purpose. The Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium Public Facilities District (PFD) is a municipal corporation responsible for the siting, design, construction, and operation of T-Mobile Park (formerly known as Safeco Field).[footnoteRef:1] The PFD owns T-Mobile Park and ensures that the interests of the people of the State and County, the users of the ballpark, and the people who live and work in the neighborhoods around the ballpark are met with balance and fairness.[footnoteRef:2] Legal authority for the PFD was established by both the State and County: [1:  Ordinance 12000. https://aqua.kingcounty.gov/council/clerk/OldOrdsMotions/Ordinance%2012000.pdf]  [2:  "Mission & History," Washington State Ballpark Public Facilities District website. https://ballpark.org/mission-and-history/] 

State authority: On October 14, 1995, the Washington State Legislature in special session authorized the creation of a Public Facilities District upon approval by a county’s legislative authority.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Chapter 36.100 RCW. https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.100&full=true] 

County authority: On October 23, 1995, the King County Council approved a funding package for a new major league baseball park and the creation of a Public Facilities District coextensive with the county’s boundaries.[footnoteRef:4] This funding authority was amended with a new agreement for the period of January 2019 through December 31, 2043.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  K.C.C. Chapter 2.38. https://aqua.kingcounty.gov/council/clerk/code/05_Title_2.htm#_Toc51932419]  [5:  Ordinance 18788. https://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3585391&GUID=4C4DA409-D946-4189-AF23-59682F4FEF44&Options=&Search=&FullText=1] 

Membership. The PFD is governed by a seven-member board. Pursuant to RCW 36.100.020 and K.C.C. 2.38.010, four members are appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by the Council, and three members are appointed by the Governor. Members of the board must serve four-year terms and anyone appointed to fill a vacancy must serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.
APPOINTEE INFORMATION	
According to his application materials, Juan Cotto has served as the Director of Government Affairs & Community Engagement for Bloodworks Northwest since 2018. In that capacity, he has led state and federal strategy to strengthen the blood supply, emergency preparedness, and equitable donor access across Washington and Oregon. He has built coalitions to align advocacy and messaging and advocated for legislation at the state level in Washington and Oregon focused on blood donation. 
In addition to his role at Bloodworks Northwest, Mr. Cotto is the president and CEO of The GOOD Neighbor Baseball League. The semi-professional league, which is under development, is intended to foster opportunities for minority athletes and revitalize neighborhood parks. Prior to his current roles, Mr. Cotto served as Community & Government Affairs Lead for Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center from 2006 until 2018 and as the Development Director of St. Joseph School from 2002 to 2006. He has served on several boards including the Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle Board, the Children's Campaign Fund, and El Centro de la Raza. 
ANALYSIS	
Staff have not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of K.C.C. Chapter 2.38.
INVITED
Juan Cotto, Appointee to Washington State Major League Baseball Stadium PFD Board of Directors
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