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April 9, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration and adoption is a proposed demonstration ordinance relating to three Low Impact Development and Built Green Demonstration projects: HOPE VI Park Lake Homes in White Center; Shamrock Housing Project located east of Renton; and Sunflower Housing Project in the town of Vashon.  

This ordinance will allow the developers of the three pilot projects to create diverse, livable and affordable communities with limited environmental impact through the innovative construction of healthy green buildings.

The purpose of the demonstration projects is to determine whether innovative site development and building construction techniques based on low impact development and building construction practices result in environmental and economic benefits and have a positive effect on housing affordability.  The demonstration projects will also provide information to assist in the development of King County Comprehensive Plan policies to guide application and refinement of zoning and stormwater regulations. 

I would appreciate prompt action on the ordinance.  In particular, the HOPE VI Park Lake Homes Project expects to make its preliminary plat application in June based on the concepts presented in this ordinance, and in order to meet their HOPE VI contractual obligations, to start construction of the public housing in 18 months.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services, at (206) 296-6701.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services
