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	9
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	PROPOSED NO.:
	2007-0482
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope

	INVITED:
	Bob Burns, Deputy Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


SUBJECT 
A MOTION requesting that the executive establish a process by which parks expansion levy projects will be developed, reviewed and recommended to the King County Council.
SUMMARY
If approved, Proposed Motion 2007-0482 would provide for the development of a process that would promote communication and coordination between the Parks and Recreation Division and the Water and Land Resources Division to maximize King County’s open space acquisition objectives using parks levy expansion funds and conservation tax futures funds.
BACKGROUND
In March 2007, the Parks Futures Task Force recommended a 6-year, five cent levy lid lift, with an inflation adjustor, for the acquisition of new park, open space and recreational assets and programs for both city and county park systems.  This levy is commonly referred to as the parks expansion levy.  The Parks Futures Task Force observed that the population of King County is expected to experience population growth and that open space and recreational space acquisitions would be necessary to accommodate the needs of the expanding population.  The Parks Futures Task Force also noted that opportunities to acquire and preserve open space and trail corridors will become increasingly scarce and challenging as King County land is developed to accommodate the needs of the expanding population.
Of the five cent expansion levy, three cents would be applied to acquire new County open space, passive parks and regional trail; one cent would be made available to cities for open space and trail acquisitions; and one cent would be made available to the Woodland Park Zoo for environmental education and conservation programming and capital purposes.  The five cent parks expansion levy was approved by the King County Council for placement on the August ballot and was subsequently approved by voters.
Another source of acquisition funds is the Conservation Futures Tax (CFT).  King County collects CFT funds county-wide as a dedicated portion of the property tax available exclusively for the acquisition of open space and resource lands.  The CFT tax rate is $0.0625 per $1,000 of assessed value.  King County Code establishes a process for an annual allocation of CFT funds through a citizen based review managed by the Conservation Futures Citizen Oversight Committee (COC).  King County and its cities compete for CFT funds by submitting applications for acquisition projects that are then reviewed by the COC.  The COC makes recommendations to the King County Executive and Council for CFT funds to support acquisition of selected properties.
In 2008, the parks expansion levy is expected to generate an estimated $16 million, of which $10 million will be set aside for King County’s acquisition of parks, trails and open space.  In 2008, CFT is expected to generate approximately $11 million available for acquisition programming in King County.  The parks expansion levy projects are overseen by the Parks and Recreation Division while CFT projects are overseen by the Water and Land Resources Division.  These divisions operate under the management of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2007-0482 was drafted to request that the executive ensure communication and collaboration between the Parks and Recreation Division and the Water and Land Resources Division over the use of their acquisition funds for the purpose of maximizing King County’s objectives of acquiring open space and natural lands.  Proposed Motion 2007-0482 requests that the executive develop a process by which parks expansion levy projects will be developed, reviewed and recommended for council approval.  This process is to be transparent and accessible to the public, stakeholder groups and government agencies and officials.  The executive is requested to transmit a motion identifying this process to the council by December 15, 2007 for implementation in 2008.
It should be noted that oversight for parks expansion levy funds is provided by the County Parks Citizen’s Oversight Board (Oversight Board), as established in Ordinance 15760.  The executive may wish to establish the requested processes for communicating, collaborating and recommending parks expansion levy projects with the assistance of, or in conjunction with the scope of work performed by the Oversight Board.  Like CFT funds, final approval of the use of parks expansion levy funds is made via budget ordinances, as adopted by the King County Council.
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