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SUBJECT

Overview of King County green building policies and practices.

SUMMARY 

The briefing will include a short overview by Council staff of existing ordinances and pending legislation related to green building for county facilities.  This overview will be followed by Executive staff presentations on the implementation of the County’s “Green Building Ordinance” (Ordinance 16147) and energy efficiency projects.
BACKGROUND

The Environment and Transportation Committee Chair requested Council staff to provide an overview of King County green building policies and practices relating to the building and operating of County facilities.  King County has shown leadership in establishing climate protection goals and has long recognized that the built environment plays a significant role in greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumption.  
ANALYSIS
There are several adopted and pending ordinances which provide direction for the County’s green building and maintenance practices.  In addition to the adopted Green Building Ordinance, governing County capital improvement (“CIP”) projects, there have been other ordinances which direct green operational practices.  For example, the Council has also adopted a lighting efficiency ordinance and an ordinance requiring the use of recycled materials when practicable.  Lastly, the Council has adopted Motion 12362 establishing targets for renewable energy use.  Each of these ordinances is summarized below.
Green Building Ordinance 

Ordinance 16147

Passed by Council in June 2008
The Council first adopted a green building ordinance in 2005 and subsequently updated the policy in 2008.The Council’s 2008 ordinance clarified and expanded on the County’s green building policies.  The ordinance included the following key provisions:

1. All eligible new construction and major remodel and renovation projects are required to achieve the LEED
 Gold certification, as long as there is no cost impact to the Current Expense Fund to achieve Gold, and a cost impact of no more than two percent to other funds, as compared to buildings not seeking a LEED rating.

2. All capital projects that are not eligible or are limited in their ability to achieve LEED certification (e.g., infrastructure projects) are required to incorporate cost-effective green building and sustainable development practices using a County-developed “scorecard” or checklist.

3. All agencies responsible for managing capital projects are required to report on LEED and other sustainable development projects, including costs associated with LEED certification, green strategies and materials employed or used, operations and maintenance costs, reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, and the fiscal performance of all green building projects. 

4. The proposed legislation also called for the Executive to establish guidelines for using green practices in operating and remodeling existing buildings and to continue the County-wide Green Building Team, which is a team of County staff that meets to develop and share information on green building practices.

The current Green Building Ordinance expires December 31, 2013.
Lighting Efficiency Ordinance
Ordinance 16769
Passed by Council in March 2010

Ordinance 16769 requires King County lighting purchases to meet or exceed the energy efficiency standards established in federal regulation to the maximum extent feasible.  It also establishes lighting requirements for outdoor lighting on County facilities that are intended to reduce the unwanted effects of improperly directed outdoor lighting.  The ordinance also requires the Executive to develop a lighting plan to reduce King County’s use of inefficient lighting and the occurrence of evening light pollution.

King County Recycled Product Procurement Policy
Ordinance 9240
Passed by Council in 1989

Ordinance 9240 directs King County agencies to purchase recycled and other environmentally preferable products whenever the products meet the County’s price and performance requirements.  In addition, contractors and consultants are also required to use recycled and environmentally preferable products whenever practicable.  
King County Climate Change Policy

Motion 12362

Passed by Council in 2006

Motion 12362 provides Council direction for the Executive to collaborate with other counties on climate change efforts and develop a King County Climate Change Mitigation and Preparedness Plan.  Motion 12362 also establishes emissions targets and targets for renewable energy use.  The motion commits the County to specific actions to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, improve energy efficiency, and prepare for climate change.  The motion requires the transmittal of an energy plan to Council by February 1, 2007.  (The plan has not yet been transmitted.)
Potential Future Policy Options

Staff have identified three potential areas for future policy development by the Council.  

First, legislation is currently pending related to energy efficiency in capital projects. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0152, introduced by Councilmember Phillips, is intended to encourage capital project managers to consider options for energy reduction when considering capital projects involving powered equipment such as HVAC
 valued at $250,000 or more.  The legislation is also intended to ensure the County takes advantage of all financial incentives that may be available from utilities for energy efficiency projects. 
Second, the Council may wish to consider developing policies related to energy efficiency reviews at County facilities.  For example, at this time, reviews of energy efficiency at County facilities to date have been conducted at the discretion of facility managers and are not governed by any policy directive.  Council may wish to consider legislation that would specify a timeframe/cycle for conducting these reviews or to require them on an ongoing basis, and to specify what level of energy review should be conducted.
Finally, the Council may wish to consider developing a policy that would integrate the broad array of objectives related to facilities, including goals related to LEED certification, energy efficiency, greenhouse gas reductions, etc. into a single a policy framework.  Such an approach could help to address the challenge of integrating the various objectives now existing in separate policy legislation into a comprehensive approach for County building and operations.  This could mean a significant broadening of the Green Building Ordinance and could include policy direction on energy efficiency reviews, as discussed above.  The Council may wish to consider such an integrated policy when it reviews the 2009 Green Building Report or the Energy Plan expected to be transmitted to Council by July, 1 2010.
� United States Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)


�  HVAC is the acronym for “Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning” 
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