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SUBJECT

A motion identifying the near-term actions to be taken by the County to reduce climate pollution and prepare for the impacts of climate change. 
SUMMARY
Proposed Motion 2012-0064
 would set forth the actions the County is or would be doing to (a) combat the effects of climate pollution (mitigation), and (b) minimize the impacts of climate change that cannot be avoided (adaptation).  This proposed motion would supersede Motion 12362, the climate change/green house gas
 motion, adopted by the Council in October 2006.   Like Motion 12362, the proposed legislation sets forth a litany of goals and actions related to the County’s climate change policies.  While this proposed motion is similar in format and content to Motion 12362, it reflects the current status of (a) the climate and energy policies adopted by the County since 2006; (b) and the actions the County is or would be taking in 2012 to satisfy those policies. 

BACKGROUND
There have been several key updates to County policies since the adoption of Motion 12362 in 2006.  They include:  

· the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update that included several (then new) policies on climate change mitigation and adaptation, as well as energy uses;

·  the 2010 Energy Plan, a comprehensive document addressing County operations regarding energy use; 

· the King County Strategic Plan, adopted in 2010, which sets the County-wide high-level goals, strategies, objectives and targets, including those directed at addressing climate change; and  

· the 2011 Transit Strategic Plan, following the framework of the Strategic Plan, it  sets forth specific objectives and targets for transit operations intended to help reduce the County’s contribution to the causes of climate change.

Proposed Motion 2012-0064 is intended to incorporate the County’s evolved approach to climate change since 2006.

ANALYSIS
As noted above, the proposed motion in very similar in format and substance to Motion 12362.  It includes some of the same themes in the recitals and some of the same types of actions from the 2006 adopted motion.  However, the proposed motion acknowledges the changes in County goals and targets since the passage of Motion 12362.  The proposed motion is a refinement of the categories of, as well as the specific, actions proposed to address climate change. As with Motion 12362, these individual actions are aimed more particularly at areas that the County can control - its operations and land use planning. 

There are six categories of actions, under which specific, individual actions are described.  Because this legislation was prepared last Spring, some of the individual actions are already outdated.  As a result, in collaboration with Executive staff, a striking amendment has been prepared to reflect the current status of the action.  Where appropriate, proposed modifications to the legislation are described in brackets for affected individual actions.  

Targets & Measures of GHG emissions  (p. 5, ¶B) – there are seven action items listed under this category: 

1. continue to work with the City of Seattle and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency to establish the metrics by which to measure and evaluate climate change [In the striking amendment this text would be changed to reflect that the metrics have been developed and the action is now aimed utilizing the metrics and reaching out to other municipalities regarding their use.];

2. working through the Growth Management Planning Council (“GMPC”) and it other members, develop a Countywide Planning Policy establishing a 2020 goal for reduction in energy use and GHG emissions for the region [In the striking amendment this text would be updated to reflect that action item 1 has been completed and will be the basis of follow-on policy work in GMPC.];
3. update the Comprehensive Plan (“KCCP”) in 2012 to reflect the GMPC adopted climate change policies [The striking amendment would make reference to the strategic climate action plan proposed by Proposed Ordinance 2012-0049.];

4. join the Climate Registry in 2011 and monitor and report GHG emissions using that group’s protocols [In the striking amendment the reference to joining the Registry would be removed and the action be limited to using the group’s protocols, starting 2012.]; 

5. continue participation as a test community for STAR program that is developing national standards for measuring sustainability on a community level; 

6. starting in June 2011, provide the Council with a comprehensive annual report as required by KCC 18.50.010 on issue related to climate, energy, green building and environmental purchasing [In the striking amendment the reference to the starting date would be removed and a clarification added that the reporting will be done as part of the annual reporting required under the strategic climate action plan being proposed.]; and 

7. develop and report on climate mitigation and adaptation efforts as part of the County Strategic Plan Performance Measurement Framework.  [In the striking amendment this action item would be deleted because the proposed strategic climate action plan will provide a more detailed, direct and measureable approach to implementing policies related to climate and energy use.]

Land Use & Transportation Management (p. 7, ¶C) – there are ten action items listed under this category:
1. update 2012 KCCP based on changes in the law, science, data and Puget Sound Regional Council (“PSRC”) and GMPC policies;

2. update and policies and regulations related to community developments (mixed use, open space, and recreational opportunities);

3. work with developers to encourage in-fill using latest building techniques to reduce carbon footprint and look at using SEPA as the tool for evaluating alternatives related to GHG emissions; 

4. work with PSRC, cities, transit agencies and housing groups to encourage transit orientated development and calling out specific opportunities;
5. align future transit service more closely with employment centers and dense residential areas, while still ensuring social equity and geographic considerations;

6. as funding allows, expand participation in state’s Commute Trip Reduction program;

7. seek federal funding to build out identified RapidRide lines  [Because the this text is outdated, in the striking amendment it would be changed to clarify that the County will implement RapidRide and would give the target dates for completion Seattle to West Seattle and Ballard (2012); Seattle to King-Snohomish county line (2013); Renton to Burien (2013).]; 

8. replace diesel buses technology and funding permitting [In the striking amendment outdated information regarding a then pending bus purchase would be removed.];

9. lead the way on electric cars and infrastructure to support them; with specific targets included for purchases of vehicles and installation of charging stations in the action [In the striking amendment, this would be revised to remove the specific targets for the purchases and construction of charging station installations.]; and 

10. continue to develop regional trails, with  special emphasis on underserved areas   and those with poor health statistics.

Land Use & Technical Assistance (to foster carbon sequestration) (p. 9, ¶D) – there are five action items listed under this category:

1. continued use of conservation easements and acquisition of land for both ecological and recreational purposes;

2. continued support of technical assistance to farmers and foresters, tax incentives and property purchases;

3. by end of 2011, launch an on-line assistance program for landowners on soils conservation and forest cover.  [This would be amended so that the action is to publicize the program in 2012.];
4. continued use of the Public Benefits Ratings System to encourage forest and soils preservation; and 

5. prioritize support for restoration and soils management projects that contribute to biological carbon sequestration and plan for climate change. 
Environmental Management/Emergency Preparedness/Climate Change Adaptation (p. 10, ¶E) – there are five action items listed under this category:
1. as part of the flood hazard management plan take climate change into consideration both with respect to the impact on flooding and capital improvement projects [Amendment to make a verb tense change.];

2. continue to work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency  to update flood and coastal maps, and revise the flood hazard development regulations for Vashon Island, to be transmitted in 2011 [In the striking amendment, this item would be deleted as this work is already done.];

3. by end of 2012 finish inventory of essential county infrastructure subject to water inundation or landslide attributed to sea level rise and make plans to address the risks [In the striking amendment this would be renumbered as 2 and include a clarification that the essential infrastructure that should be inventoried is at risk of water inundation because of sea level rise or flooding.];
4. evaluate the potentials for reclaimed water and determine if such use would mitigate climate change impacts (low summer stream flows and reduced water supplies); and 

5. to promote resilience in species and ecosystems, prioritize the restoration projects (such as riparian vegetation, wetlands,  habitat linkage).
In the striking amendment an added action (numbered 3) is proposed that calls for including observed and projected climate change consequences to be included in the County’s future  emergency and flood plans.  
Energy & County Operations (p. 11, ¶F) – there are eight action items listed under this category:

1. implement the 2010 energy plan, with the goals of achieving specific targets by certain dates. [In the striking amendment the “shall implement” would be changed to “will implement ” – in keeping with the rest of the text of the motion; and the target date (from 2015 in the proposed motion to 2012 as reflected in the Energy Plan) by which the County will ”produce, use, or purchase” renewables equal to 50% of  County’s total energy requirement would be corrected.]; 

2. in 2012 establish medium and long terms energy goals needed to meet (a) community level GHG emission targets and (b) county operational targets established in other planning documents [In the striking amendment, this item would be revised to have the county operational targets established in the strategic climate action plan.];

3. continue to maximize the creation of renewables from wastewater and solid waste that contribute to reducing GHGs; 

4. subject to fiscal, maintenance or operational constraints,  use the most energy efficient fleet; additionally utilize the fleet optimally to achieve the most efficiencies;
5. be able to quantify operating savings from energy efficiencies and roll those claimed savings into more energy efficiency products or projects;
6. in 2012, transition to using 100% recycled paper; and in 2013 institute a campaign to reduce paper use by 20%; 
7. continue training and assistance on green building and sustainable development; and 

8. continue participation in EPA’s Waste Wise program aimed at increasing recycling, reducing waste and purchasing recycled products in the County’s operations and report on these actions. [In the striking amendment, this would be renumbered as item 9.] 
The striking amendment would add a new item 8 that directs the Executive to actions the County may take to ensure that capital improvement projects consider opportunities for it to participate in district energy projects when and where appropriate. 
Working with Others (p. 13, ¶G) there are eight action items listed under this category:
1. as funding allows, the county will participate in organizations addressing local government responses to climate change.  The county will also advocate for federal programs that support investment in local projects that reduce energy, increase efficiencies and create green jobs;

2. continue to advocate for national emission standards relative to the role of local governments and community level emissions;

3. continue the County’s green building programs and providing assistance to various segments of the public on green building practices; 

4. participate in and support of a County-cities partnership to increase local governments’ efforts related to climate change and sustainability. [The striking amendment would make reference to Proposed Ordinance 2012-0061, which would authorize the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement for this partnership with the cities.] 

5.  continue the County’s recycling and waste reduction programs, including outreach and educational efforts, to divert waste and reduce GHGs;

6. work with the business community to identify green manufacturing practices; promote King County and the region as a center for green manufacturing; work with community groups to promote consumption of green products; 

7. continue to work with the UW to collect and analyze data relative to effects climate change has on human health in the County; and 

8. incorporate into existing public outreach the health implications related to climate change and how actions can reduce the effects. 

Amendment
Council staff collaborated with Executive staff in preparing a striking amendment.  Some of those changes to the actions are described above.  Most are clarifications: inserting updated information or removing text that is no longer relative.  A few are substantive: adding actions or clarifying the purpose of the motion.

However, as this motion is intended to provide a near-term “work plan,”  additional recitals are suggested to be included in the striking amendment.  These would:

· explain the need to rescind the 2006 climate and green house gas motion of 2006 and replace with a more current version;  and

· recognize that this motion is intended to set the work plan for the near term and that the proposed actions will be evaluated for applicability under a new strategic climate action plan contemplated by Proposed Ordinance 2012-0049. 
An additional provision is also suggested (as paragraph H) to ensure that the actions identified in paragraphs B through G are analyzed and evaluated as appropriate strategies or targets for inclusion in the strategic climate action plan.  (Proposed Ordinance 2012-0049).
REASONABLENESS

Rescinding Motion 12362 is appropriate.  The targets for GHG emissions have evolved since 2006.  Some of the actions identified in that motion are no longer relevant or have long ago been accomplished.  A revised set of actions, incorporating some of the actions in Motion 12362, as well as new ones, based on the current thinking in this area, would be a reasonable decision.  A striking amendment updating the proposed motion as introduced would be necessary, since the time the earlier version of the proposed motion (2011-0208) was first transmitted in the Spring of 2011, several events have occurred that should be reflected.     
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2012-0064
� This legislation is identical to Proposed Motion 2011-0208 that was introduced last year but was allowed to lapse. 


� Hereinafter referred to by acronym “GHG.”
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