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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5
	DATE:
	December 4, 2003

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2003-0508
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope


SUBJECT:  
An ordinance relating to the transfer of the Mt. Rainier Pool. 
BACKGROUND:

The 2003 county budget for the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks assumes that all in-city parks, pools and community centers will be either transferred or mothballed.  The Mt. Rainier Pool is the 10th and final urban pool slated for transfer.  Proposed Ordinance 2003-0508 would authorize the transfer of the Mt. Rainier Pool to the cities of Des Moines and Normandy Park for joint ownership and operation.  While not an owner, the City of SeaTac and Highline School District are contractually obligated as financial contributors under a separate pool funding agreement.
Key elements of the proposed interlocal agreement are summarized below and are standard boiler plate as found in the nine previous pool transfers:

· Within 30 days of the effective date, the County conveys to the Cities of Des Moines and Normandy Park all its ownership interest in the Mt. Rainier Pool.
· The property will continue to be used for recreation purposes, or replaced with property of equivalent value.
· If a new pool is constructed in the general vicinity of the Mt. Rainier Pool in the future, of comparable size and recreational value, and the Cities fund the operation of that pool in lieu of continued funding for the current pool, the new pool will be considered an equivalent replacement pool for the existing facility and the Forward Thrust obligation will be transferred to the new pool. Ownership of the Mt. Rainier pool would then revert to the school district.
· The property will not be used in a way that causes interest on county bonds related to the pool to no longer be exempt from federal income tax;

· Any differential fees charged to non-city residents for use of the pool must be reasonably related to the costs borne by city taxpayers for operating and maintaining the pool.
· If the Cities find that they are unable to continue to fund the operation of the pool, they will give 90 days notice, and will seek to secure funding for continued operations.  If it is not successful in securing funding, it will certify that it has made diligent efforts to do so, and that funds are not reasonably available; and that it has not been successful in finding another party to operate the pool.  The cities may then elect to have the pool revert to the County, to the extent consistent with provisions of the lease assignment agreement.  

· The County will transfer to the Cities an amount not less than $50,000, which may be used only for capital purposes; the County will also transfer the remaining funding for pool operations, which amounts to an additional $10K.

· Standard interlocal transfer provisions addressing condition of the facility; indemnification and hold harmless; environmental liability; audits and inspections; and similar provisions are also included in the proposed interlocal agreement.

The transfer of the Mr. Rainier pool is unique in that due to the original  lease  agreement which stipulates that Highline School District must expressly approve any  transfer of the pool (see Exhibit B to Attachment A).  This stipulation was not found in the other pool lease agreements and did not need to be addressed in the previous pool transfers.  As a result, the County had to pursue Highline approval and new stipulations addressing this approval can be found in the new assignment agreement (see exhibit C to attachment A).  The new assignment agreement stipulates that if the Cities are unsuccessful in management and operation of the pool between now and 2009, the ownership will revert back to King County but the County will no longer be obligated to operate the pool.  The County would then permanently close the pool following a 6 month mothball period or if the Highline School District so chooses the structure could be demolished.  

It should also be noted that in the recently adopted 2004 General Government CIP budget, the Mt. Rainier pool was allocated $26,000 for 2004 only.

This ordinance has been advertised for public hearing on December 8, 2003.  

The Executive is requesting that this proposed ordinance be expedited as the County’s current operating agreement for the pool expires on December 31st.  Therefore, the executive has requested that the Council take action prior to recess so that the transfer can occur on schedule for January 1, 2004.
INVITED:
Michael Thomas, Senior Policy Analyst, Budget Office

Shelley Marelli, Division Director, Parks and Recreation
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0508, with Attachment A. Pool Transfer Agreement

Attachment B. Assignment Agreement

2. Executive’s Transmittal Letter dated November 17, 2003
3. Fiscal Note

4. Notice of Public Hearing

5. News Release

6. Hearing Notice

