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SUBJECT:  Approving agreements for the continuation of the Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP) and the South County Area Transportation Board (SCATBd). 
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinances 2006-0258 and 2006-0259 (packet, Attachment 1) authorize the executive to approve interlocal agreements for the continued operations of ETP and SCATBd.
The proposed ordinances commit King County to continued staffing support for ETP and SCATBd through the end of 2008, outline and confirm responsibilities of the groups, clarify membership and representation, and acknowledge the use of these groups by other transportation agencies for information and input.  With the exception of a few notable changes between the existing and proposed agreements, the remaining portions of the agreements are substantially the same.    
BACKGROUND:  The subarea transportation boards known as ETP and SCATBd have been in existence for some time.  ETP was officially formed in 1991, when King County undertook the responsibilities for providing staffing support.  SCATBd was officially formed in 1992.  Both groups have been given the responsibility for sharing information, building consensus and providing input to King County, Sound Transit, and other transportation agencies.  Specifically, King County relies on these groups to play an important advisory role in transportation planning and regional priority setting, including providing direction on the following issues: 
· Development of the Six-Year Transit Development Plan and implementation of transit service priorities
· Recommendations for the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act – Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) regional project identification and countywide project selection

· Recommendations to Sound Transit as it plans and implements projects and service
· Coordination among the subarea groups on countywide and regional transportation issues

Updated Agreements

The County Council passed Motions 11709 and 11710 in June 2003, approving the most recent agreements for ETP and SCATBd.  These agreements expired at the end of 2005.  Proposed Ordinances 2006-0258 and 0259 include updated agreements for both groups.  The updated agreements are similar to the agreements approved in 2003 and will remain in effect until December 31, 2008 unless terminated.  The agreements can be extended by written agreement of all members. 

Changes for ETP
The updated agreement for ETP includes the addition of the Eastside Transportation Choices Coalition as a non-voting member, increasing the total number of ETP member agencies to 25, 19 of which have voting privileges.  Generally, each jurisdiction has two voting members with the exception of King County, which has four voting members.  Five small cities (Beaux Arts, Clyde Hill, Hunts Point, Medina and Yarrow Point) combined have 2 total votes.  Transportation agencies such as TIB, Sound Transit and PSRC have one non-voting representative with the exception of WSDOT, which has one voting member.    
Changes for SCATBd 
The updated agreement for SCATBd includes two noticeable changes: 1) a new provision for cost-sharing, and 2) clarification on what issues the City of Renton can vote on.  The proposed new provision for cost-sharing is for voting member agencies only.  The amount of cost-sharing varies depending on the size of the jurisdiction.  Member cities with a population above 30,000 shall contribute $75 annually while member cities with a population below 30,000 shall contribute $50 annually.  The revenue will be used for special events, public education or other expenses authorized by the Board.  With regard to what issues the City of Renton can vote on, the new agreement specifies that the City of Renton is located in the east subarea and therefore cannot vote at SCATBd on Sound Transit related decisions.  For subarea input on Sound Transit issues, the City of Renton can vote at ETP meetings.

Lead Agency Staffing Support
The King County Department of Transportation continues to serve as the lead agency for the purposes of program support for the subarea groups, including contract administration, receipt and disbursement of funds associated with consultant contracts and study-related expenses.  King County, as the designated lead agency, shall not be required to pay dues and shall have no financial commitment other than staffing support.  King County Councilmembers continue to participate as voting members of the boards. 
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0258 and 0259 with attachments
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Sally Marks, King County Department of Transportation
