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REGIONAL WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:   6
DATE:  September 25, 2002
PROPOSED ORDINANCE:   2002-0391
PREPARED BY:  Beth Mountsier
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE amending the Comprehensive Water Pollution Abatement Plan, a King County functional plan.
BACKGROUND: 
The City of Carnation is a community of 1,700 people that could be expected to grow substantially in the coming years, because it is a rural city within the designated urban growth boundary for King County.  However, wastewater treatment in Carnation is currently provided by local on-site (septic) systems, limiting its potential for compact, urban development or redevelopment of its commercial core.  
In November 2000, Carnation issued the “City of Carnation Comprehensive Sewer and Facilities Plan” (Carnation Plan) that evaluated alternatives to the existing on-site systems including design, construction and operation of a local wastewater treatment plant.  In February 2001, the City requested that King County review the Carnation Plan and also develop and evaluate alternatives for the provision of wastewater treatment service to the City by the County.  
King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks completed its review and evaluation of the Carnation Plan in September 2001.  The resulting report included an examination of: 1) the assumptions, analysis and alternatives formulated by the City for development and operation of local wastewater collection and treatment facilities; 2) possible conveyance of Carnation wastewater flows to existing King County treatment facilities; and 3) construction and operation by King County of a new wastewater treatment facility to serve the City.

Following the City’s review of the report, City representatives and staff from the County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks negotiated an agreement for County wastewater treatment service to the City.  That agreement was approved on July 2, 2002 by the Carnation City Council.  The agreement requires the County to design, construct and operate wastewater treatment facilities to serve Carnation and establishes the means of payment to the County for provision of wastewater treatment service to the City.   

The overall arrangement for wastewater treatment will be consistent with the arrangement that King County has with the other cities and special districts it serves.  King County will provide wastewater treatment service and the City of Carnation will develop, own and operate a local sewage collection system.  The proposed agreement with Carnation includes a surcharge on the uniform county sewer rate to recover the extraordinary capital costs of constructing a remote “satellite” treatment facility.  This is similar to the agreement with the Vashon Sewer District.  
The County’s execution of the proposed sewage disposal agreement with Carnation must be preceded by an amendment of the County’s Comprehensive Water Pollution Abatement Plan, to add Carnation to the service area.  Following the Council’s approval and subsequent adoption of the amendment to the Comprehensive Water Pollution Abatement Plan, the executive will transmit separate legislation authorizing the Department of Natural Resources, to execute the agreement with Carnation.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2002-0391 amends the Comprehensive Water Pollution Abatement Plan for King County to add the City of Carnation to the county’s wastewater service area.
As described above, the City of Carnation now desires to become part of the King County  wastewater treatment system to facilitate development and operation treatment facilities to serve the residents of the city. 

The plan amendment adds the City of Carnation’s (future) sewer service area to King County’s wastewater service area.  Carnation’s sewer service area is defined as the current city limits (boundaries) of Carnation as well as the adjacent Potential Annexation Area (PAA) that is also within King County’s designated Urban Growth Area.
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