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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	4
	
	PREPARED BY:
	Doug Hodson

	PROPOSED No.:
	2002-0126
	
	              DATE:
	March 26, 2002


SUBJECT:  an ordinance authorizing the condemnation of property required for the installation of the new South 277th Trunk Sewer, as part of the Mill Creek Relief Sewer Project.    

SUMMARY:  Proposed ordinance 2002-0126 authorizes the condemnation of certain property for the installation of the Mill Creek Relief Sewer Project/South 277th Trunk Sewer.  The South 277th Trunk Sewer is the third phase of the Mill Creek Relief Sewer Project.  
The Wastewater Treatment Division has been negotiating with the property owners to acquire the land necessary to construct and maintain the new sewer line for nearly two years, and has reached and impasse in the negotiations with two of the property owners.  Due to the construction timetable, the Wastewater Treatment Division has recommended that the county begin condemnation proceedings immediately in order to commence the construction for the new sewer line this summer.

In order to meet the proposed construction schedule, the Proposed Ordinance needs County Council approval no later than April 15, 2002.
Attachment 1 includes the proposed ordinance and legal descriptions of the property easements.  Attachments 2 and 3 are maps of the project area and Attachment 4 is an aerial photo of the property locations.

BACKGROUND:  the County Council passed Ordinance 14265 on November 30, 2001, approving the annual budget and program for 2002 including a Wastewater program that included the Mill Creek Relief Sewer Project. 
This program provides for the installation of the Mill Creek Relief Sewer project, including the new South 277th Trunk Sewer and the acquisition and improvement of lands adjacent to the new lines.  
In order to acquire the property and property rights necessary to facilitate construction and maintenance of a new sewer line and temporary construction easement for the South 277th Trunk Sewer, it is necessary for King County to condemn certain lands and rights for these purposes, subject to the paying of just compensation to the owners.  
Project Details: The Mill Creek Relief Sewer project connects the Mill Creek Interceptor to the Auburn Interceptor.  The new South 277th Trunk Sewer is the final phase that begins just south of the City of Kent and terminates at the Auburn Interceptor, in unincorporated King County east of Highway 167.  To complete the project, King County must install 535 feet of 54-inch pipe.  Utility easements from the two property owners are needed to install the pipe. This project is included in the Wastewater Treatment Division’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP), project # 423107.  Total project cost is $8,033,653.  
The project is designed to upgrade the capacity of the Mill Creek Interceptor to handle existing high flow conditions and eliminate sewer overflows.  The Mill Creek Interceptor is the primary conveyance pipeline for wastewater flows from the Soos Creek Water and Sewer District, the City of Black Diamond and the City of Kent.  
The Mill Creek Relief Sewer Project has been underway for more than four years.  The sewer system has exceeded capacity and the county has had to incur additional expenses ($2 million) to install a temporary pipeline to prevent sewer overflows.  Furthermore, the Wastewater Treatment Division contends that the last portion of the pipe must be installed and fully operational by November 2002 to accommodate the wet season flow and avoid raw sewage overflows, risking public health and safety.  

Negotiations: To date, the Wastewater Treatment Division has successfully completed negotiations for utility easements for six other parcels.  The Division has acquired all of the property necessary for the project with the exception of the two that are proposed for condemnation.  The Wastewater Treatment Division has offered just compensation to the owners for the necessary easements based upon appraisals.  
The property owners have declined the offers and the Wastewater Treatment Division believes the only way to resolve the matter at this stage is to condemn the properties. 

Schedule: The Division would like to advertise for construction bids in April 2002, award a contract as early as June 2002, begin construction in July 2002 and open the new sewer by September 2002.
The legal process for property condemnation provides for a public use and necessity hearing, which takes approximately 60 days to schedule.  The Wastewater Treatment Division would like the hearing to take place in June in order to begin construction in July.  Therefore, approval from the Council is being requested by April 15th.   
ATTACHMENTS:
 1. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0126 with attachments




 2. Mill Creek Relief Sewer Project Map



 3. South 277th Street Trunk Vicinity Map




 4. Aerial Photo of affected properties
ATTENDING:
Christie True, Wastewater Treatment Division



