AMENDMENTS TO THE 2012 KING COUNTY COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES

Amend Countywide Planning Policy LU-14 as follows:

LU-14
((King County may allow t))The transfer of ((density)) development credits from lands of regional significance is encouraged as a means ((from Rural Area properties to other Rural or Urban Area properties in order)) to (1) ((secure a substantial dedication of significant land to the King County Open Space System)) preserve the rural environment, encourage retention of rural resource-based uses and reduce service demand in the Rural Area; (2) provide permanent protection to significant natural resources which is greater than that available through existing regulations ((to a significant natural resource; or)) and (3) ((encourage retention of resource-based uses in the Rural Area)) increase the regional open space system.  Cities, especially designated centers and transit hubs, are encouraged to develop programs that facilitate the transfer of development credits from the Rural Area into the city.  Development credits should be accepted by the city if the additional development can be supported by the capacity of the local urban infrastructure, or added amenities will help mitigate for impacts of the added development.  The County shall ((develop a mechanism to accomplish these objectives and provide that:)) establish a program to provide urban amenities to neighborhoods within those cities willing to accept transfers of development credits.
((a. Lands dedicated are first determined to be suitable for inclusion within the King County Open Space System;

b. The protected natural resource is first determined to be of significance to King County citizens and the protection afforded is materially superior to that provided by existing regulations;

c. The resulting development is located in proximity to the lands to be dedicated to public ownership or where it can otherwise be shown that the residents of this development will share in an overriding public benefit to be derived from the preservation of the dedicated lands or the protection of the natural resource;

d. The resulting development within the Rural Area maintains rural character; and

e. There shall be no net increase in density within the Rural Area as a result of this density transfer.))
Add new policy LU-14.1 as follows:

LU-14.1 
Priority candidates for protection and preservation through the transfer of development credits are:

a. Lands contributing to the protection of endangered and threatened species;

b. Lands significant due to size and/or location to preserving the rural environment, especially rural forest lands; and

c. Lands that are suitable for inclusion in and provide important linkages to the regional open space system.
If density is transferred within the Rural Area, there shall be no net increase in density within the Rural Area, and the resulting development shall maintain rural character.

