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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT: A MOTION declaring that it is the policy of King County to support the eyeglass drive of the Federal Way Kiwanis Club, and urging donations of used glasses and hearing aids to Kiwanis for repair and donation to the poor and infirm.

SUMMARY:  “Founded in 1915 and headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana, Kiwanis International is a thriving organization of service and community minded individuals who support children and young adults around the world.  More than 600,000 Kiwanis-family members in more than 70 countries make their mark by responding to the needs of their communities and pooling their resources to address worldwide issues.”  [Kiwanis national web site statement]  The Kiwanis Club of Federal Way provides numerous programs serving the local community and the global community.  The Club is distinguished by being the first Kiwanis club nationally to collect and distribute used eyeglasses and hearing aides.

Dr. Jarstad of the Evergreen Eye Clinic in Federal Way visited Africa in 1993.  It became apparent to him that many people were limited in employment opportunities and life skills due to the simple lack of eyeglasses and hearing aides.  Upon his return to the U.S., Dr. Jarstad and the Federal Way Kiwanis began collecting obsolete and broken eyeglasses and hearing aides to distribute to poor individuals, both here and abroad.  Several international organizations help distribute the items.  Dr. Jarstad’s son expanded the program as part of a Boy Scout eagle project by placing donation boxes throughout the region.  Since 1993 over 30,000 pairs of glasses have been given to poor people, primarily in developing countries.

The proposed motion states the Council’s support for this valuable program.
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