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	Agenda Item:
	11
	Name:
	Michelle Clark

	Resolution No:
	FCD2022-B11
	Date:
	October 11, 2022




FCD2022-B11: King County Flood Control District Acquisition Policy Briefing. 

Vision/Outcome: Voluntary acquisition and relocation is one part of a comprehensive strategy to reduce current and future flood risks to people, property, and infrastructure. Decisions by the Flood Control District to pursue or fund acquisitions are guided by clear criteria that focuses first on flood risk reduction, may consider opportunities to achieve multiple benefits, and apply an equity lens to program priorities, design, and communication.  

Guiding Principles:
1. Flood Risk Reduction as primary goal: Flood risk reduction remains the core goal for District investments in voluntary acquisition and relocation. Criteria for considering acquisition should reflect that flood risks can change over time and exists outside of FEMA-mapped flood hazard areas. 
1. Multi-benefit Integration: The District may identify and consider opportunities for acquisition investments to achieve other benefits outlined in the District’s Integrated Floodplain Management Motion (e.g., improved water quality, more equitable access to open space, recreation, habitat protection and restoration) and reduced risk from other hazards where they physically intersect with flood risk. 
1. Equity: In evaluating acquisition opportunities and priorities, apply an equity lens to analyzing risks and benefits (e.g., Social Vulnerability Index). Ensure that residents have equitable access to information about risks and relocation assistance while recognizing the long history of racial discrimination in property ownership, lending, and insurance affects the impact of this outreach. Acquisition program development should include research on strategies to support lower income residents to move to a safer home in the same community, preventing displacement. 
1. Decision-making:  Review and decision-making process ensures that acquisition decisions are consistent with District policy, work plan, and budget. Criteria guide District consideration of acquisition proposals rather than being a commitment to fund. 
1. Community Outreach and Engagement: Outreach to communities about acquisition is consistent with FEMA Community Rating System Guidance and is part of raising awareness of flood risks and preparedness actions.  Outreach and engagement supports development of reputation of District and service providers as trusted source of information and partnership in acquisition transactions. Information about acquisition is accessible via multiple communications channels and languages other than English that are most spoken in the community. 
(Note: we also identified need to develop definitions of voluntary/willing seller and imminent hazard.)
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