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SUBJECT

A proposed motion requesting the King County Executive to initiate a comprehensive update of the West Hill Community Plan.
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2014-0376 requests the Executive to comprehensively review and propose updates to the West Hill Community Plan.  The updated Community Plan is then requested to be transmitted to the Council as part of the proposed 2015 update to the King County Comprehensive Plan on March 2, 2015.  
BACKGROUND

The West Hill community is an approximately three-square-mile urban unincorporated area located between the cities of Seattle, Renton and Tukwila, and is comprised of the neighborhoods of Bryn Mawr, Campbell Hill, Earlington, Hill Top, Lakeridge, Panorama View, Skycrest and Skyway.  In 1991, King County worked with the community to craft the West Hill Community Plan (Community Plan),
 which is a local land use plan to provide for area-wide planning and zoning specific to West Hill.   
In 1994, the County significantly updated the King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP) to meet the requirements of the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA).
  Because the previously adopted Community Plan was already prepared in conformance with the GMA, it was included in its entirety as an element of the KCCP as part of the 1994 update.  The Community Plan continues to be a part of the current KCCP; however, the Community Plan has not been substantially updated since its initial creation in 1991.  
As an urban unincorporated area, the West Hill community is in the City of Renton’s Potential Annexation Area.  Due to the anticipation of eventual annexation, substantial updates of land use and development regulations in the West Hill community have not been pursued in recent years.  The question of annexation came up for a public vote in November 2012.  Ultimately, 55.74% of the community voted not to annex into Renton, thus leaving West Hill to remain in unincorporated King County for the immediate future and land use considerations will continue to be the County’s responsibility.  

Following the failed annexation vote, community discussions about the future plan for West Hill increased.  As a result, local leaders and organizations in West Hill have initiated a grassroots community planning effort to revitalize its neighborhoods, local economy, and quality of life of its residents.  To help facilitate this planning effort, a community group called Skyway Solutions
 received a grant in earlier this year from United Way of King County to work collaboratively with King County to develop a community plan for West Hill.  

Since the creation of the original Community Plan in the early ‘90s, the West Hill community has experienced significant and diverse growth.  There has been a more than 35% increase in population, with minorities now making up 62% of the population. Between 30%-40% of the community live below 200% of the Federal poverty level and more than 10% of the community speak English less than very well. 
   Along with this evolution of the diversity in the community, West Hill has also historically faced challenges in rebuilding its local economy and has experienced wide gaps in equity of infrastructure investments and services.  
ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2014-0376 would initiate a comprehensive update of the West Hill Community Plan.  If updated, the new proposed Community Plan could include changes to authorized land uses, zoning, and/or development regulations.  It is also important to note that this proposed update, if approved, would happen in the context of the community planning discussions that are currently occurring.  
The Executive has indicated support for the current grassroots planning efforts, and staff from the Department of Permitting and Environmental Services (DPER) are already providing technical assistance to these efforts.  If the proposed motion is adopted, the initiation of the comprehensive update of the Community Plan would more formalize DPER’s role and provide an avenue to help further structure the community planning discussions.  Having the County work collaboratively with community in an update of the Community Plan provides the opportunity to develop an appropriate plan that is desirable to both the County and the local community.
The proposed motion requests the updated Community Plan to be transmitted to the Council as part of the 2015 update to the KCCP.  The 2015 KCCP update is a “minor” update on the annual cycle.
  Annual cycle updates are mainly limited to technical changes and amendments that do not require: 1) substantive changes to policy language, or 2) changes to the Urban Growth Boundary.  King County Code chapter 20.18 also allows for comprehensive updates to subarea plans, which by definition includes community plans,
 to be considered in an annual cycle update.  Therefore, the request in the proposed motion for consideration as part of the 2015 KCCP Update is consistent with the County’s comprehensive planning code requirements.
As noted above, DPER staff time has already been allocated to involvement the community planning efforts to date.  If the proposed motion is adopted, the Executive has indicated that the work needed to update the Community Plan is anticipated to be achieved through those same staff resources.  Consequently, DPER does not expect a need for additional staff or funds to complete this request.    
Lastly, updating the West Hill Community Plan would help bring it in line with the King County Strategic Plan, the King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative, and the current KCCP.  Specifically, an updated plan could further the county's goals for creating thriving and equitable communities, facilitating healthy and active residents, supporting vibrant diverse neighborhoods, promoting urban infill, providing fair and just services, and supporting multimodal transportation options.  
ATTACHMENTS:


1. Proposed motion 2014-0376
� Formally adopted by the Council in December 1993 by Ordinance 11166.


� See Ordinance 11575.


� Skyway Solutions is a volunteer-based ,501(c)(3) non-profit Community Development Corporation created in 2008, and states on its website that its focus is on enhancing the quality of life of West Hill/Skyway.


� Skyway Solutions, September 2012: � HYPERLINK "http://www.skywaysolutions.org/#!community-planning/c19bj" �http://www.skywaysolutions.org/#!community-planning/c19bj� 


� The next major, four-year update to the KCCP will not be until 2016.


� 20.08.060 Subarea plan. “"Subarea plan" means detailed local land use plan which implements and is an element of the comprehensive plan containing specific policies, guidelines and criteria adopted by the council to guide development and capital improvement decisions within specific subareas of the county. The subareas of the county shall consist of distinct communities, specific geographic areas or other types of districts having unified interests or similar characteristics within the county. Subarea plans may include: community plans, which have been prepared for large unincorporated areas; potential annexation area plans, which have been prepared for urban areas that are designated for future annexation to a city; neighborhood plans, which have been prepared for small unincorporated areas; and plans addressing multiple areas having common interests. The relationship between the 1994 King County Comprehensive Plan and subarea plans is established by K.C.C. 20.12.015.”
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