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SUBJECT


A briefing on the policy issues of the King County Sheriff's Office.

BACKGROUND
Jurisdiction: The King County Sheriff's Office (KCSO) is the law enforcement provider for all of the unincorporated areas of King County.  The KCSO also provides 

· Warrant related services throughout the county as mandated by the State of Washington;
· Automated Fingerprint Identification System management and support throughout the County;

· Contracted law enforcement for a variety of cities, King County Airport, transit agencies and other jurisdictions in King County; and

· Weapons screening and armed courtroom security at King County Court facilities.
Organization:  At the end of 2010, the KCSO reorganized its divisions to include:
The Office of the Sheriff providing management and oversight of the Office and including a new Chief Deputy professional law enforcement function.
Patrol Operations providing uniformed patrol services, precinct-based detectives, crime prevention, and special operations support such as marine, air, hazardous materials, and tactical support.
Criminal Investigations providing child support enforcement, manages court security, and provides follow-up investigative, warrant, and intelligence-gathering services including homicide, domestic violence, computer fraud, forgery, custodial interference, sexual assault, arson, and many other types of criminal offenses.

Technical Services providing direct services including the county’s emergency 911 and analysis and “back-office” support services such as personnel, contracting, and accounting services.  Additionally, Court Services and Weapons Screening is overseen through this unit.

Professional Standards providing internal investigations and accreditation support.
Two transit divisions providing contracted law enforcement services to King County Metro and Sound Transit.

2011 Budget:   
The 2011 adopted budget appropriated 995.8 FTE and $138.6 million to the KCSO.  This appropriation also assumed a recovery of nearly 55% ($77.2 million) of its expenses through contracted service agreements. The 2011 adopted budget included a reduction of more the seventy FTE from the KCSO as a result of the overall decreasing general fund revenues.  In terms of services to the public, these reductions resulted in the KCSO reducing, and in most cases eliminating, its property crime investigative functions as well as its storefront and school resource officer services. 
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