MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE
ANALYST: SAM PORTER

	
	
	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2025 Revised Budget Biennialized
	
	$23,876,088
	
	$7,941,918
	
	44.0
	
	2.0

	2026-2027 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	($567,571)
	
	($1,766,376)
	
	0.0
	
	(1.0)

	2026-2027 Decision Packages
	
	$796,820
	
	$295,054
	
	0.0 
	
	1.0 

	2026-2027 Proposed Budget
	
	$24,106,000
	
	$6,471,000
	
	44.0
	
	2.0

	% Change from prior biennium, biennialized
	
	1.0%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium, biennialized
	
	3.3%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: Primarily General Fund, grants, and fee revenue



DESCRIPTION

The Medical Examiner's Office (MEO) investigates sudden, unexpected, and unnatural deaths in King County and works to provide accurate identification of decedents and to notify the next of kin. The MEO is housed organizationally within the Prevention Division of Public Health.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The proposed appropriation for the MEO is approximately $24 million for 2026-2027; this is a 1% increase from the 2025 biennialized total. Only one decision package is a direct service change, and the remainder are characterized in the Executive’s proposal as technical adjustments. The proposed budget would allocate $313,000 to continue the Department of Justice grant first appropriated in 2025 to continue supporting a TLT pathology fellow through June 2027. The Department of Justice pathology fellow will learn to perform forensic pathology autopsies and post-mortem examinations to determine the cause and manner of death and learn to collect evidence under the direction of an Associate Medical Examiner.

The proposed budget includes an increase of just over $295,000 to cover increased costs to perform indigent remains cremation. The increase is due to a combination of the annual increase on the set rate paid by the MEO to funeral homes to perform cremation services for indigent decedents, and an increase in demand for these services from 2020 through 2024. Executive staff state that based on trends the MEO is observing, they expect a continued increase in the demand for these services in years after the 2026-2027 budget. 

KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any key issues for this appropriation unit. 




