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Priority Issues for 2004
Health and Human Services

The Regional Policy Committee will continue to implement its Health and Human Services work plan (originally adopted in 2002).   The RPC completed Task 1 of its work plan in October, 2002, prioritizing services of such critical importance to the region that they should be, and were preserved in the county’s 2003 budget.  It subsequently completed Task 2 of the work plan in April, 2003, to a) identify and recommend a set of regional human services that should be available throughout King County, without regard to residency, b) identify the current level of investment in these services, and c) address concerns about accountability and efficiencies and the value/benefit of these services to the community. 

In 2004 the committee will complete Task 3, to recommend specific steps to be taken in planning for long-term stability in health and human services provision by developing recommendations for 1) an administrative framework for a countywide partnership for the delivery of the recommended regional services, 2) a financial plan for these services and, 3) options for funding mechanisms and sources of funding for these regional services.   The committee plans to have its work complement and potentially acknowledge and respond to the work of the Executive’s Task Force on Regional Human Services. 
Solid Waste Comprehensive Management Plan and related matters
The Solid Waste Comprehensive Management Plan was adopted by King County Council in  2001 and subsequently ratified by cities that have solid waste interlocal agreements with King County.  In 2004, the Executive has proposed legislation to define the process for planning for waste export in response to a directive in the Ordinance 14236 that adopted Comprehensive Plan and the policies in the plan.  The legislation has been referred sequentially to the Regional Policy Committee and Natural Resources and Utilities Committee.  The RPC will act in its role as a  regional committee of the County Council to review this proposed legislation and separately in its capacity as the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum by potentially providing recommendations to the Executive and Council on a broader range of solid waste policy issues.  
Other Issues for 2004
A.  Adult Justice Operational Master Plan (AJOMP), including 

· District Courts 

· Jails – implementation of AJOMP
B. Juvenile Justice Operational Master Plan

C. Sheriff and police services

· Criminal Justice Technology Initiatives (AFIS, etc.)

D. Regional disaster planning
· Homeland Security

E. Local Hazardous Waste Management Plan

F. Public Health 
G. Open space and recreational facilities
H. Housing 
I. Regional services financial policies 
J. Regional facilities siting  
K. Regional governance transition and consolidation issues, particularly those involving potential changes in organization and responsibilities with other county, city or regional organizations
L. Annexation of urban unincorporated areas
M. Emergency Medical Services
· Levy expiration
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