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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE relating to the fees for death records and autopsy reports.
SUMMARY:


Proposed Ordinance 2007-0550 would increase the fees for death records and autopsy reports from $10 to $20 for death records and $20 to $40 for autopsy reports to better align with the cost associated with producing these documents.
BACKGROUND:


Medical Examiner’s Office
The Medical Examiner’s Office (MEO) is responsible for the investigation of sudden, unexpected and unnatural deaths in King County.  The intent of the Medical Examiner’s investigations is to determine the causes of death, identify homicide, exonerate the innocent, provide evidence in legal proceedings, and recognize hazards in the interest of public health and safety.  The Medical Examiner also maintains death record, autopsy reports and operates an indigent remains program (per RCW 36.39) to provide cremation and internment of deceased individuals whose bodies are unclaimed.

In recent years, the council has expressed concern over whether the MEO has adequate resources to:

· perform its mandatory functions,

· adhere to its mission,

· provide excellent customer service; and

· remain accredited
ANALYSIS:
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0550
The Medical Examiner’s Office charges fees for the reproduction of death records and autopsy reports.  Death records contain a death investigator’s summary of the death scene.  Autopsy reports contain a pathologist’s summary of the autopsy findings.  Death records and autopsy reports are most commonly requested by insurance companies, attorneys and law enforcement.

These records and reports should not be confused with death certificates, which are handled by the office of Vital Statistics.  Death certificate fees are governed by state law and are not an issue in the executive’s proposed budget.  
Currently, the Medical Examiner charges a fee of $10 for death records and $20 for autopsy reports.  The proposed budget includes a fee increase to $20 for death records and $40 for autopsy reports.  Although the increase represents a doubling of the records and report fees, it is worth noting that these fees have not been increased in twelve years.  The proposed fee increases are expected to provide full cost recovery for the administrative cost of preparing these documents.  It should be noted that the Public Health Operational Master Plan, approved by the Council on October 1, 2007 (Ordinance 15913) requires Public Health fees to recover the cost of the service, where possible.  

In 2008, death record fees are expected to generate $2,750 in revenue and autopsy reports are expected to generate $28,800 for a total of $31,550.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0550 has been transmitted to the council for implementation of the proposed fee increases for death and autopsy documents.
AMENDMENTS:

A striking and title amendment have been prepared to clarify that revenues associated with the record and report fees shall be used exclusively for the support of the Medical Examiner’s Office and to technically correct the ordinance to current drafting standards
REASONABLENESS:

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0550 appears reasonable in that it would recover the costs associated with the preparation of death records and autopsy reports and is aligned with the policy contained in the Council approved Public Health Operational Master Plan. 
INVITED: 
Dr. Ben Leifer, Chief Administrative Officer, Public Health


Jonathon Larson, Budget Analyst, Office of Management and Budget

ATTACHMENTS:


1. Amendment A1 to Proposed Ordinance 2007-0550
2. Title Amendment T1 to Proposed Ordinance 2007-0550

3. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0550
4. Fiscal Notes
5. Regulatory Note
