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King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Marilyn Cope

	Proposed No.:
	2007-0368
	Date:
	July 17, 2007

	Invited:
	Sharon Claussen, Project Planner, Parks and Recreation Division


SUBJECT 
An ordinance renaming the equestrian park at Trilogy in honor of Kathryn Taylor.
SUMMARY
Kathryn Taylor was born October 8, 1946 in Tacoma. She grew up in Spokane, where she graduated from Lewis and Clark High School in 1964.  After spending two years at Stevens College, Kathryn finished her undergraduate work at the University of Washington, receiving a Bachelor of Music Degree in 1969.  Trained as a vocalist, she was teaching voice at Pacific Luthern University in the early 1970’s when she was diagnosed with Lupus.  The illness compromised her musical career and she turned attention to her lifelong passion, horsemanship.

 

In the 1970's, she began to work to protect and prevent the elimination of horse trails in the Sammamish Plateau.  In 1988 she founded the King County Executive Horse Council and served as director and later as president.  In 1990, Kathryn Taylor was nominated as Horsewoman of the Year to the Washington State Horse Council. She helped to created special "equestrian overlay" areas of zoning in neighborhoods around Bridle Trails State Park in Kirkland.  Ms. Taylor liked to refer to herself as an “advocate for the equestrian cause” and worked with the King County council to help preserve trails for non motorized trail users across private property in rural areas where landowners received Public Benefit Rating System-based tax assessments.

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0368 would rename the equestrian park at Trilogy (in north-east unincorporated King County) in honor of Kathryn Taylor, who passed away on July 13, 2002.  The equestrian park at Trilogy was dedicated to the county as recreational mitigation in the Trilogy development master plan.  Ms. Taylor originally proposed the site for an equestrian park.  She worked extensively with the developer, King County councilmembers, the executive, and other stakeholder groups to set aside the twenty-six acres of open space at Trilogy to expand equestrian opportunities at the Tolt Pipeline Trail.  The Kathryn Taylor Equestrian Park will be a gathering place for equestrians with parking to accommodate trailers and a pen for horse training and education.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0368
2. Executive’s transmittal letter, dated June 22, 2007

3. Fiscal Note

4. Letters of support
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