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August 16, 2007

The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am pleased to submit to you a proposed ordinance that would allow agriculture related special-needs camps in King County.  If adopted, this legislation would allow the development of Camp Korey, a camp for seriously ill youth proposed at the 800-acre Carnation Farm site, currently known as the Nestle Training Center.

Development of the Proposal
The draft ordinance was reviewed by the Regulatory Subcommittee of the King County Agriculture Commission on June 28, 2007.  Several changes were made to the draft ordinance based on the discussion with the Commissioners and staff.  The revised draft ordinance was subsequently reviewed by the full King County Agriculture Commission on July 12, 2007.  This meeting was publicly advertised in accordance with the governing rules of the Agriculture Commission, although there was no public comment.  The Commission voted 5-3 in favor of the endorsing the proposed draft ordinance.
In accordance with RCW 36.70A.106, on July 19, 2007, King County notified the State of Washington Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development of the intent to amend the King County development regulations to allow agriculture related special needs camps.  

Summary of Proposed Changes

The proposed ordinance adds one new section and amends another section of the King County Code (K.C.C.).  The proposed ordinance adds a new definition to K.C.C. Chapter 21A.06 for agriculture related special needs camps.  This definition limits the development of these camps to those that serve youth with special needs due to a disability or a medical condition.  The proposed ordinance also amends K.C.C. 21A.08.090 to add agricultural related special needs camps as a permitted use in the Agriculture Zones subject to a number of conditions that recognize and foster the agriculture in King County.
The agriculture special-needs camp proposal is an innovative approach intended, in part, to preserve very large tracts of agricultural land and thereby offer an alternative to large-lot subdivision for these parcels.  Under the legislation, the camps would coexist with and support traditional and new agricultural activities.  Animal grazing, growing of crops, and producing value-added products are just some of the activities that could occur on the land in conjunction with the operation of the camp.  These unique camps could provide the opportunity for children to learn how their food originates and engage in farming activities.
Under the proposed ordinance, agriculture special needs camps could only locate on farms that are at least 500 acres in size.  Additionally, the proposed ordinance requires that the 500 acres continue to be owned by the same individual during the camp operations, unless the development rights are sold.  This provision would limit where these camps go in King County to properties large enough to handle both a camp and agriculture activities. Structures for camp operations are required to be housed in existing buildings to the extent that is practicable and be used only for activities related to the camp or other allowed uses.  The use of motorized vehicles will be limited and fire arms will be prohibited.  The total number of persons staying overnight at the camp at any one time will be limited to 300 persons.
This proposal will have no fiscal impact on King County.  The proposed ordinance will amend the K.C.C. to allow agriculture special needs camps in the Agriculture zone with no impact to King County services or operations.

Camp Korey

The first organization expected to take advantage of this new provision in the K.C.C. is Camp Korey, named for Korey Rose, a young man who died from cancer in 2003.  Camp Korey, a private non-profit organization, is planning to locate at the Nestle Training Center located at Carnation Farm just west of the City of Carnation in the Snoqualmie Valley Agriculture Production District.  The camp will serve seriously ill children ages six to sixteen from Northwest states free of charge.  The camp is in the process of becoming certified as a member of the Hole in the Wall Camp Association, founded by actor Paul Newman.  This would be the seventh such camp within the association.

Camp Korey is proposing to purchase the Nestle Training Center in its entirety and to reuse the facilities and structures that were developed for the operation of the training center.  Camp Korey has also initiated discussions with local farmers about their needs and how the facilities and land at Carnation Farms could support them.  
I believe we have a wonderful opportunity to secure the beauty, heritage, and agricultural opportunities of the Carnation Farm site while providing a haven for children with very serious illnesses.  Please join with me in supporting the enclosed legislation.  If you have any questions, please contact Karen Wolf, Senior Executive Policy Advisor, in my office,

at 206-296-3423.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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