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August 20, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for your review and consideration are two related ordinances; the first ordinance authorizes certain open space acquisition projects recommended for funding by the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee.  The second ordinance authorizes the Executive to enter into interlocal cooperation agreements with jurisdictions for Conservation Futures projects funded in the first ordinance.

Conservation futures tax levy (CFT) funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax, by statute available only for acquisition of open space and resource lands.  The 2002 applications for CFT funds by King County and its cities were reviewed this spring by the conservation futures citizens committee, which has forwarded its recommendation to the Council and the Executive.  In making its recommendation, the Committee used the adopted conservation futures criteria and visited the applicant sites.  The Committee considered equitable geographic distribution of funds over time, matching funds for all approved projects. 

This ordinance helps King County meet several important requirements of the State of Washington Growth Management Act and the federal Endangered Species Act.  Several projects in Seattle and the suburban cities will create new urban green spaces to provide relief and livability for our growing cities.  There are also important ecological lands proposed for funding that will benefit endangered salmonid species and help the region meet its obligations required under the Endangered Species Act.  In particular, these habitat lands require very low maintenance costs and in fact are an investment that will reduce future obligations of the region to restore salmonid species.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If you have any questions, please call Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor in the Resource Lands and Open Space Section of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at (206) 296-7804.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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cc:
King County Councilmembers
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  David deCourcy, Council Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Megan Smith, Lead Staff, Utilities Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Steve Broz, Budget Supervisor, Office of Budget

Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Daryl Grigsby, Manager, Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD), DNRP

Glenn Evans, Manager, Capital Projects and Open Space Acquisition Section, WLRD,

    DNRP 

Faith Roland, Acquisition Supervisor, Resource Lands and Open Space Section, WLRD,

    DNRP

Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)

Bob Cowan, Manager, Finance and Business Operations Division, DES

