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	Interactive and collaborative experiences in naturalistic environments provide enriched learning for students of all ages, adds meaningful connections to previous learning and extends high levels of thinking and creativity.
	Nature is important to children’s development in every major way — intellectually, emotionally, socially, spiritually, and physically.” (Kellert 2005)

Children with outdoor classroom curricula scored higher on measures of knowledge transfer (Basile, 2000), performed better on standardized tests of academic achievement, earned higher grade point averages (Lieberman, 1998), and demonstrated greater knowledge gain (Ratanapojnard, 2001) than children with indoor curricula. 


	Wild Wise is just one of many WPZ programs that creates experiences in which learners of multiple ages employ observations skills to collect data and document habitat and wildlife attributes and behaviors using maps, writing, sketching, data sheets and other techniques. 
Wild Wise and other WPZ programs make direct connections to habitats and wildlife in the participants own life and extend learning into experiential field study and hands-on participation.

	2007 Wild Wise Teacher Survey reveals that:
63.6% of teachers agree that “Participation in Wild Wise has helped my students prepare for the Science WASL”

2003 SOAR Teacher survey:
100% of teachers said that  students had talked about the SOAR program afterwards-in some cases, months afterwards, indicating the long lasting impact of outreach programs in “generating excitement that helped stimulate learning”
	Wild Wise and SOAR outreach programs and all on-site school programs are multidisciplinary and based on state EARL’s and GLEs standards. 
“Students achieve academic success when they make meaningful connections and find relevance in their learning.” (OSPI 2007). WPZ programming is particularly strong in creating relevance by adapting programs to specific audiences and regions.

OSPI budgeting document for 2007 - 2009 and Washington state legislation ESHB 1466 (June 12, 2003) establish a state-wide emphasis on natural science, wildlife and environmental education programs.


	Educators are, obviously, much more likely to use products and learning programs when they see value for their students and for their own job satisfaction.

Teachers are bombarded with programs developed for them by thousands of organizations, groups and agencies from which they select only those more useful to them.
	Large scale “research reports are being produced at a rate that far outpaces their use for informing or guiding (teacher) practices. …research syntheses are written for researchers not practitioners…practitioners find them minimally useful. (Gervis et al, 2002)

2001 OSPI and Northwest EE Council K-12 School Survey:

87%  (of schools) wanted environmental education lesson plans, training, and/or technical support.
	WPZ conducts, analyzes and uses our own research results (often in cooperation with other like organizations) to improve and update programming we provide to educators. Surveys and assessment results help to ensure that our programming is valuable and user friendly for our teachers and beneficial to their overall expectations and needs – especially as they comply with required state standards.
	Teacher satisfaction survey results from the Wild Wise assessment include:

· (Program) fosters a connection between students and the natural world around them  - strongly agree/agree 99%

· EALRs are addressed – 98%

· Lessons integrate several subjects (writing, art, science, geography) – 91%

· Pre-visit lessons (94%) and post-visit lessons(91%) help integrate EALRs. 

· Lessons demonstrate real world applications – 95%
	EALRs are aligned with the WASL tests indicating that, according to their teachers, students are making learning gains congruent with the state requirements.


