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September 1, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
The enclosed ordinance, if approved, will ratify the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), Local 587 (Transit - Departments: Transportation, Executive Services (Finance and Business Operations Division)) memorandum of agreement regarding benefit plan changes effective January 1, 2016, through December 31, 2016, which will enable King County to continue to provide public transportation services.  This agreement adds a new service, palliative care, offered by KingCare to the plan design and will also enable King County to add palliative care to the SmartCare plan design should it become available.  This agreement covers approximately 3,700 employees in the Department of Transportation and one employee in the Department of Executive Services.
Employees covered by this agreement perform work in support of the Transit Division’s bus, streetcar and light rail operations.  Their work groups include Transit Operations, Vehicle Maintenance, Rail, Sales and Customer Service, Power and Facilities, Service Development, and Payroll.
This agreement furthers the goals of the King County Strategic Plan in that it helps keep the cost of business down and promotes long-term sustainability by making ATU’s benefit plan consistent with the new service of palliative care available to all other County employees who are covered under the Joint Labor Management Insurance Committee memorandum of agreement for 2016 benefit plan changes.
The settlement reached is a product of good faith collective bargaining between King County and the Union.  The agreement compares favorably with other settlements and is within our capacity to finance.  This agreement has been reviewed by the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, Civil Division.

If you have questions, please contact Patti Cole-Tindall, Director, Office of Labor Relations, at 206-263-2878.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Patti Cole-Tindall, Director, Office of Labor Relations
