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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Olivia Brey

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0325
	Date:
	December 10, 2024



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2024-0325 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Stuart Rolfe, who resides in Council District Two, to the Washington State Convention Center Public Facilities District Board of Directors, for a four-year term to expire on July 31, 2028.

BACKGROUND 

The Washington State Convention Center in Seattle was created by the State Legislature in 1982[footnoteRef:2] as a public nonprofit corporation. It was governed by a nine-member board of directors appointed by the Governor. Initial construction of the Center was completed in 1988 and there have been multiple expansions since.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Chapter 67.40 RCW]  [3:  The Convention Center campus includes Arch at 705 Pike (the original building, expanded in 2001), Arch at 800 Pike (completed in 2010), Summit (completed in 2023), and three parking garages, according to the Seattle Convention Center website.] 


In 2010, the state legislature passed Substitute Senate Bill 6889,[footnoteRef:4] which facilitated the transfer of the Center to King County through the formation of a Public Facilities District (PFD). The Council approved Ordinance 16883[footnoteRef:5] on July 19, 2010, which created the PFD to own and manage the Washington State Convention Center. The ordinance also retained the existing Convention Center board members as the initial board members of the new PFD until a new board could be constituted. Pursuant to K.C.C. chapter 2.300, the board consists of nine members, serving four-year terms:  [4:  SSB 6889 (2010) (wa.gov) ]  [5:  King County – File #: 2010-0366] 


· Three are nominated by the Executive and confirmed by the County Council; one appointment must be a representative of the lodging industry;
· Three are nominated by the Mayor of Seattle and confirmed by the City Council; one appointment must be a representative of organized labor; and
· Three are appointed by the Governor; one appointment must be a representative of the lodging industry.

The Convention Center has three sources of revenue:

1. Operations of the Center;
2. Hotel/motel excise tax:
a) In Seattle: 7% of lodging charges by hotels and motels with at least 60 rooms;
b) In King County outside Seattle: 2.8% of lodging charges by hotels and motels with at least 60 rooms; and
3. City of Seattle excise tax (in Seattle only): 2% of lodging charges by hotels and motels with at least 60 rooms.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  RCW 36.100.040] 


In 2022, the Washington State Convention Center changed its operating name to the Seattle Convention Center.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Seattle Convention Center] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Stuart Rolfe resides in Council District Two. He has worked for Wright Hotels, Inc. since 1991 and is currently the president of the company. If appointed, he would fill the requirement of a member of the lodging industry.[footnoteRef:8] In his application, Mr. Rolfe stated that his legal experience in real estate, banking, and hospitality make him a qualified candidate for this appointment. The application materials state that he has been involved in community service activities with the Seattle Aquarium Society and Friends of Waterfront Park. [8:  There is currently a member of the Board of Directors, appointed by King County, who already fulfills this requirement.] 


ANALYSIS

Staff have not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of the Washington State Convention Center PFD Board of Directors.

INVITED

· Stuart Rolfe, President, Wright Hotels, Inc.
· Linda Willanger, VP of Administration & Assistant GM, Seattle Convention Center

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0325 
2. Transmittal Letter
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